ubj ect of tl e Evidence containedi inthe Reports ok 


the Select Committee of che Houſe of Commons. 
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406 N othing can ſhew the ſhameleſs depravity of the human 
« heart ſo ſtrongly, as when a few men join together, and, 
under the ſanction of delegated power, indulge the gratiſi- 
* cation of their private ſpleen, to the i injury, and ſometimes 


93 * 


* Ts of an innocent individual.” "—— 
> _ Remarks of the Rev. Recos Jari. tom 3 page 1. 
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INTRODUCTORY PREFACE 


THIRD LETTER 


EDMUND BURKE, Esouirs. 
SIR, 

VO have diſappointed me extremely, in not producing 
in one of the Reports from the Select Committee of 
the Houſe of Commons on Aſiatic judicial affairs, the evi- 
dence of Mr. Charles Goring. The man's moral and poli- 
tical principles coincide ſo exactly with your own, that I 
had propoſed infinite pleaſure to myſelf, from reading the 
commentaries of a Burke on the evidence of a Goring. 
When 1 firſt heard that you had been adviſed to call him 
up, in order to ſupport, by his teſtimony, your elaborate 
and partial ſtrictures on the limping evidence of a Cowe, 
I foreſaw much well deſerved diſgrace to your faction, 
from your inveterate credulity. The whole Eaſt India 
Company's ſervice could not furniſh out a character ſo 
completely calculated to damn a cauſe, as this fame 
Mr. Goring. Nor ſhould the friends of Gevernor 
General Haſtings have taken any notice of your proceed- 
ings; they onght to have known that candour and fair 
dealing, would be loſt on the leaders of a certain Committee: 
they had had ſufficient experience of your method of draw- 
ing up Reports, and in prudence and in policy, ſhould have 
A permitted 
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permitted you to have gone on to commit yourſelf as diſ- 
gracefully, by partial comments in the third Report, on the 
veracity of a Goring, as you had done in the ſecond, on the 


whimſical and truly novel ideis of a Cowe. From the firſt 


reading of the ſecond Report, it was my advice, that the 
Governor General's friends ſhould keep aloof, and Wag 
to go on. I faw that the Chairman of your Committee, 
aſſiſted by that ſplenetic little Hero the Bengal Cutcherry- 
man, and the artful Philip Francis, had diſcovered your 
credulous cullibility, and would lead you on to proſtitute 
your ſuperior abilities, in gilding over the evidence of any 
the moſt daring advocate they ſhould think proper ® intto- 
duce at the Speaker's chamber, to ſay to the Committee 
any thing they ſhould dictate againſt the Governor General 
of ie 


Mr. Goring was introduced ; he was examined-at HP 
table ; the information he produced was entered on the face 


of the minutes of the Coinmittee; but in the Reports fince 4 


delivered into the Houſe, no notice is taken of it. Pray, Sir, 
is this a common cuſtom with the Committees ofthe Houſe 


of Commons? Is it uſual with them to drop fuch parts of 
the evidence taken at their table, as does not ſuit with the 


politics of the Chairman, or the ſentiments of the Compiz 
ler? Whatever Mr. Goring may have ſaid, muft have gra- 
tified the ſpleen of the enemies of the Governor General; 
becauſe the reaſon aſſigned for ſending for him to the Com- 
mittee, was, that at all times, and in all places, where he 

could claim the leaſt attention, his practice was to calumni- 
ate in groſs terms, the character of that gentleman. I muſt 
own that I had not the leaſt conception that your Chair- 
man would have ſunk his evidence, I am not entitled to 
diſpute with the Committee, MA right of withholding 


any 
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any part of tho information which may have been given in 
at their table; but not having the leaſt ſuſpicion that they 
would induige themſelves in ſo doing, I had prepared an 
antidote to counterat the venom which you, Sir, as pen- 
man tothe Committee might have extracted from the par- 
tial reprefentations of ſuch a veteran as Mr. Goring. Some 
hints were given to me of the kind of matter, written and 
verbal, whiclythe man produced, and which, in ſuch hands 
as you] might have been o diſtorted, as to have been 
pre) udicial to the honur of Governor Haſtings, at a time 
when the whole nation had been convinced, that the mal- 
praftioes of ſome Aſiatic managers, have involved the Com- 
-parly an Ahe Pernielous and: ruinous war in the Carnatic. 
The wiotietit'was critical! The well known ſpleen of your 
Chairman to Mr. Haſtings, the countenance given by tlie 
Committee eo the falſe repreſeiitations of Mr. Francis, 
_ whoſ© implacable inveteraty to the ſame gentleman has been 
-otigs:known# to the werld, together with yout eloquent 
gloſſary on the ſcraps of falſe information fiſhed out of the 
mouth of Capt. Cowe, made me apprehend, that your 
hold powers would be employed to draw the attention of 
ithe -Houſe to the . evidence of Mr. Goring, 1 1 knew the 
man from his firſt ſetting out in life. I Knew that you was 
A ſtranget to his true character, and being eager in the cauſe 

[of bringing about the recall of Governor General Haſtings, 
you Were the more likely to be impoſed on, and that induced 
me to prepare a Third Letter to you, w which J had intended 
to have publiſhed on the inſtant that I ſhould have read in 
any one of che Reports of the Select Committee, your com- 
mentary on che evidence of Mr. Goring ; but you have 
dropped it for reaſons beſt known to yourſelf. However, 
as there appear in many other parts of the Reports from 
the Select Committee, which have been printed and given 
5 ug to 
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to the public ſince the receſs of Parliament, ſtrong marks of . 


party ſpleen and perſonal malice to Mr. Haſtings, which 1 


attribute to a very few individuals amongſt you, it may be 
of uſe to the other Members of the Committee, and to the 
Houſe at large, to know a little more of the true characters 


of Mr. Philip Francis, whoſe evidence you have given up, 


and of Mr. Charles Goring, whoſe information you have 
thought proper to ſuppreſs. With this view, Sir, I::now 
publiſh my Third Letter to Mr. Burke; and this Introduc- 
tion to it I not only intend as a Preface, but alſo as a 
channel, in which to convey to you ſome few remarks on 
other parts of the Reports, in which I think that I ſhall con- 
vince others that your rancour is ſo ſharp, that you have 


been induced to admit into your Reports, matter totally be- 
8 neath the dignity of the Houſe of Commons to take notice 
of; matter ſo frivolous and trifling i in itſelf, that it is im- 


poſſible to account for the introduction of it, without ad- 


verting to the n ace, and diſlikes of the ma- 


x nagers. "I : Jin 2 1 , 1 1 4 — 311: i 0 Vlc 
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I ſhall * out two. 8 the firſt from-thÞ fn 


0 "Ronen, and the other from the fixth, which I think will 


be fully ſufficient to ſhew; that by ſome means, better known 
to you than to me, the Sele&:Committee have condeſotnd- 
ed to act the part of Echo to a party, long ſince diſſolved 


by the death of General Clayering and Colonel. Monſon; in 


retailing to the nation the ridiculous and unintereſting ſtuff 

compiled by Mr. Philip Francis ſome years paſt, to ſerve the 

political purpoſes of the triumvirate, compoſed of himſelf, 

and the two gentlemen above mentioned: the ſecond, to 

point out the extreme malice of your Chairman, who, with 
a beam in his own eye, that would have blinded, if not 
ſilenced any modeſt man, pretends to diſcpyer a moat in that 
of the Governor General. 


In 


e . 
- In my Firſt Letter to you, Sir, T gave you a ſimple detail 
of the conduct of General Clavering, Colonel Monſon, and 
Mr. Francis, towards Mr. Haſtings, on their firſt arrival at 
Bengal. The facts I there produced, have never been de- 
nied by Mr. Francis, or any one of his abettors. It was 
an unvarniſhed tale, founded on truth, and artleſsly related. 
It ſpoke home to the boſom of every unprejudiced perſon, 
becauſe every man who read the pamphlet, ſaw that the 
author truſted to truth alone, ſtating facts as they were, 
without intention to deceive, You will find the following 
Letter drawn up on the ſame principles, and ſupported in 
the ſame manner. Some apology indeed may be neceſſary 
For the author's extreme contempt for the men, who had ſo 
far forgot themſelves, and the dignity of their ſtation, as to 
attempt to impoſe on the judgement of the Houſe of Com- 
mons, and the nation at large, ſuch infamous aſſertions as 
were given up by Mr. Goring. But you muſt remember 
that I could not foreſee that the fame man who had ſo ela- 
- borately commented on the evidence of Capt. Cowe, would 
-boggle at drawing fimilar concluſions from the well conned 
leſſon of a Goring. However, it appears that ſome grairis 
of grace yet remained; and as you have been aſhamed-to 
give the evidence, or even ſo much as to mention the man's 
name, in any one of your Reports, I alſo feel diſconcerted 
at having employed ſo much time in commenting on the 
conduct of ſuch a being. However, I ſhall let him retain 
-his ſeat at the board where I have placed him, until you 
-ſhall furniſn me with a member more worthy, Mr. Fran- 
cis, General Smith, and Mr. Rous, might feel diſpleaſed at 
the man's being taken from them, and as I have no quarrel 
with thoſe gentlemen, but what ariſes from their having 
purſued ſimilar meaſures, to obtain the ſame ends, I will 
not offend them by ſtriking the name of Goring from a liſt, 
in which theirs muſt for ever remain. 
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I have been told that the little Bengal Juſtice, or Cut- 
cherry Hero, was ſo much offended at my Firſt Letter to 
you, Sir, that he talked of employing the hangman to burn 
it, and having the Author to the Bar of the Houſe. I am 
not malicious; but I wiſh a bliſter on the tongue of that 
man, who prevented him from moving i for ſuch orders. 
Does the man conceive that the Report of a Committee is 
no more to be canvaſſed in this country, than a decree of 
the Sudder Dawannee Adawlut is in the country where he 
made his fortune? I recommend it to him to be quiet; ſi- 
lence and retirement will ſuit better with his limited parts; 
and nature has laid a bar in the way to his ever becoming an 
admired orator. Therx are ſpots in his character that may 
paſs ynnoticed in the ſhade of obſcurity, but Which, if he 
wall examine his own heart, it will inform him, are not 
Kalculated to ſee the light. The Chairman, whoſe whole 
ift has been ſpent in acts of haſty accumulation, or oſtenta- 
tous expence of what he lightly acquired, or Mr. Francis, 
5vho never yet ſacrificed at the ſhrine of truth, whilſt his in- 
tereſt made miſrepreſen tation neceſſary, are much better 
calculated to act the part of modern patriots ; and Mr. Rous 

will do wiſely to leave _ intirely. 
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have given you juſt cauſe of offence. I will, therefore, re- 
turn to more general ſubjects, and by diveſting your Re- 
Ports of their gloſſy chicanery, which confounds and be- 
wilders the plain matters of fact, relate the ſtories of Meſſts. 
Briſtow, Fowke, and Mahommed Reza Cawn, juſt as 
they happened, en n. W 
1 


d 
* 
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In my Firſt Letter, I gave Shs 2 very conciſe, retroſpee- 
tive view, into the fituation of the Company's affairs at 
Bengal, when the Majority arrived there in 1774, as alſo 
of the conduct of Governor General Haſtings in the thirty 
preceding months which included the whole of his govern- 
ment, To that letter, and the tollowing one, I might with 
ſafety refer you, without further quotation here; but refe- 
rences are at all times awkward, and few readers are ſuffi-, 
ciently intereſted to be at the trouble of making them. The 
facts I want not only to explain, but alſo to imprint on the 
mind of the reader, are few, but yery intereſting, and of 
important conſequence in the defence of Governor Haſ- 
tings. It ſuited the policy of the late triumvirate in the go- 
vernment of Bengal, to miſtake and wrongfully repreſent 
every part of his conduct ; and their repreſentations have 
been adopted not only by the Managers in Leadenhall- 
Street, but alſo by your Committee. I ſhall mention a 
few inſtances. In Report the fifth, the Houſe of Commons 
and the Public are informed, that Governor Haſtings had 
diſobeyed the orders of the Court of Directors, in not re- 
placing Mahommed Reza Cawn. You introduce ſome ar- 
guments, and abundance of oficial papers, the production 
of General Clavering, Colonel Monſon, and Mr. Francis, 
to prove this ſuppoſed refractory diſpoſition in the Governor; 
but you had not candour enough to give the whole ſtory as 
you ought to have done, from which the Houſe and the 
Public might have judged for themſelves. It is this want of 
candour in the Committee, ariſing from the partiality of 
your Chairman and yourſelf, to the prejudice of Mr. Haſ- 
tings, of which I have and will complain, whilſt you con- 
tinue to ſhew it. Mark how a plain unyarniſhed tale ſhall 
put you doun. þ 


Jam 
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I am obliged to do what you in juſtice ought to have done, 
go back in the Company's Bengal affairs to the year 1771. 
In that year Mr. Haſtings was ordered from being Second 
in the Council at Madrafs, to praceed to Bengal, and take 
charge of the government there. The bills for a million 
ſterling, which had been drawn on the Company from the 
Preſidency of Bengal only, (a meaſure ſtrongly enforced by 
General Richard Smith, then Third in the Council, and 
Commander in Chief of the Army, and who paid into the 


treaſury on his own account, nearly one tenth part of the 


money, (how collected, you will ſec in the accompanying 
Letter) had alarmed them very much. The famine fol- 
lowed the bills; and the nation was terrified and diſguſted 
at the infamous accounts which had been tranſmitted b y in- 


tereſted men, of the cauſes which were ſaid to have brought 


it on. Not only all our daily papers execrated the Mana- 
gers at Bengal, (who, by the bye, were juſt as guilty of it, 
as they are of the late gales of wind on the banks of New- 
foundland) but the Abbe Renail has fouled his page, by 
giving up diſmal ſtories of what never happened. In that 
hour of general accuſation, the Court of Directors were 
taught to believe, that Mahommed Reza Cawn, the Naib 


Subah, or Deputy Nabob of Bengal, had uſed his influence 


in the provinces, to monopolize the rice, and thereby ſtarve 


to death a third of the common inhabitants of the kingdom. 


With this idea in their minds, the Secret Committee at the 


India Houſe, wrote privately to Mr. Haſungs the follow- 
ing Letter. 


Letter 
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Letter from the Secret Committee of the 
Court of Directors to Warren Haſtings, Eſq. 
dated tlie 28th of Augutt, 1771. 


Y our general addreſs, you will be informed of the 
reaſons we have to be diſlatisfied with the adminiſtra- 
© tion of Mahommed Reza Cawn, and will perceive the ex- 
* diency of our diveſting him of the rank and influence he 
© holds as Naib Dewan of the kingdom of Bengal. But 
though we have declared our reſolution in this reſpect to 
our Preſident and Council, yet as the meaſures to be ta- 
© ken in conſequence thereof, might be defeated by that 
© Miniſter, and all enquiry into his conduct rendered inef- 
© feEtual, were he io have any previous intimation of our 
* defign, we, the Secret Committee, having the moſt perfect 
© confidence in your judgement, prudence, and integrity, 
have thought proper to entruſt to your eſpecial care, the 
execution of thoſe meaſures, which alone can render the 
© Naib's conduct ſubject to the effect of a full enquiry, and 
© ſecure that retribution which may be due on the detection 
© of any fraud, embezzlement, or colluſive practice, in his 
public or private tranſactions. 


In ordet, therefore, to make him amenable to a due 
* courſe of ;juſtice, and to prevent the ill conſequences 
* which might reſult from the reſentment and revenge 
* which he may conceive on the knowledge of our in- 
* tentions, we hereby direct and enjoin you (immediately 
© on the receipt of this Letter) to iſſue your private orders 
© for the ſecuring the perſon of Mahommed Reza Cawn, to- 


« gether with his whole * and his: known partizans 
B and 


(w) 
and adherents, and to make uſe of ſuch meaſures as your 


+ prudence ſhall fuggeſt, for bringing them down to Cal - 


cutta; and it is our pleafure, that they by no means be 
© ſuffered to quit the place, until Mahommed Reza Cawn 
« ſhall have exculpated himſelf from the crimes of which he 
now ſtands charged or ſuſpected, or ſhall have duly ac- 
counted for the revenues collected by him in the Chucklah 
* of Dacca, and have made reſtitution of all ſums which he 
© may have appropriated to his own uſe, either from the 
* Dewanny revenues, or the Nabob's ſtipends, and until 
* healſo ſhall have ſatisfied the claims of all ſuch perſons, 
as may have fuffered by any act of injuſtice or oppreſſion, 
committed by him in the office of Naib Dewan, 


As che detection of any corrupt practices of which 
* Mahommed Reza Cawn may have been guilty, and the 
« retribution which in ſuch caſes is to be required of him, 
© are equally the objects of public juſtice and the Company's 
« intereſt, we aſſure ourſelves that you will ſedulouſly en- 
« deayour to penetrate into the moſt hidden parts of his ad - 
* miniſtration, and diſcover the reality of the ſeveral facts 
« with which he is charged, or . of the ä 
* we have of his conduct. 


In this reſearch, your own judgment will dired you to 
all ſuch means of information, as may be likely to bring to 
light the moſt ſecret of his tranſactions. We, however, 
cannot forbear recommending to you, to avail yourſelf of 
© the intelligence which NunDcoMAR may be able to give 
© reſpeting the Naib's adminiſtration ; and, while the 
* 'enyy which Nux DcoMAxR is ſuppoſed to bear this Miniſ- 
6 * UF: may prompt him to a ready communication of all 
proceedings which have come to his knowledge, we are 
« perſuaded, 


ew) 
« petfaaded that no ſerutable part of the Naib's conduRt can 
have eſcaped the watchful * of his — and Peniotra- 
6 1 * | 


4 Hence v we cannot doubt but that the abilities and diſpo- 
l + Gition of NUwnDCoMAR may be ſucceſsfully employed in 
the inveſtigation of Mahommed Reza Cawn's adminiſtra- 

* tion, and bring to light any embezzlement, fraud, or 
* malverfation, which he may have committed in the office 
© of: Naib Dewan, or in the ftation he has held under thie 
© ſeveral ſucceffive Subahs: and while we affure ourſelves 
that you will make the neceffary uſe of NUnDooMAR's 
intelligence, we have ſuch confidence in your wifdom and 
caution, that we have nothing to fear from any ſecret 
© motives or deſigns, , which may induce him to detect the 
£ mal-adminiſtration of one whoſe power has been the ob- 
ect of his envy, and whoſe office the aim of his ambition; 
for we have: the ſatisfaction to reflect, that you are too 
© well appriſed of the ſubtilty and diſpoſuion of Nux Do- 
NAR, to yield him any truſt or authority, which may be 
turned to his own advantage, and prove n. * 
nnn ; = 


6 Though we have thought it neceffary to intimate to you, 
-* how little we are diſpoſed to delegate any power or influ- 

Vence to NUNDCOMAR, yet, ſhould his information and 
© afliſtance be ſerviceable to you, in your inveſtigating the 
conduct of Mahommed Reza Cawn, you will yield him 
© ſuch encouragement and reward, as his trouble : and the 
extent of his ſervices may eee. 


: By our general adyices, we deemed it adviſeable to 
mention only, that we had received information of Ma- 
* hommed Reza Cawn's"having increafed the calamities of 
C the 
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© the poor, during the height of famine, by a Monopoly of 
© Rice, and other neceſſaries of life. We were, indeed, re- 
© ſtrained from an open communication on this ſubject; 
* fearing the conſequences which might enſue from the 
* Miniſter's revenge, ſhould he learn by whom ſuch accuſa- 
© tion had been brought againſt him; but, perſuaded, as 
© we are, of your ſecrecy and diſcretion, we herewith tranſ- 
mit to you, Extract of a Letter from to ——, 
wherein Mahommed Reza Cawn is charged with a crime 
ol ſo atrocious a nature; and we the rather adviſe you of 
& 's information, as we: rely on your endeavours to 

obtain full evidence reſpecting the truth of this allega- 
© tion, as well as of ſuch others, as are the objects of the 
« ſcrutiny we have directed to be made into the Naib's 
* conduct, 


_ © Senſible, as you muſt be, of the importance of the 
charge thus confidentially committed to you, we ſhall not 
4 ſeek to animate your zeal for the Company's welfare; but 
.* obſerve only, that, by the effectual execution of the ſepa- 
rate truſt repoſed in yon, you will at once render the 
Company a ſignal and eſſential ſervice, and approve your-- 
© ſelf worthy of the opinion we have formed of your judge- 
ment, prudence, and integrity, and which we have ſo 
fully manjfeſted, in ſelecting you to preſide in the admi- 
. eee Cn. 


We are 


London, 


* Your loving friends, &c. 
adm Auguſt, 1777: * wire N 


A perſon who ſhall read the above Letter, with attention 
o the matter it contains, will need no explanations, further 


(1) 
than my obſerving, that in conſequence of it, Maliotimel 
Reza Cawn was diveſted of his power, and brought down 
to Calcutta, where a ſevere and ſtrict enquiry was entered 
into relative to his preceding conduct, as Naib Subah of 
the Provinces. The proceedings were regularly tranſmitted 
to the Company by every ſhip : they are as voluminous, 
and as unconnected with the matter in hand, as many pa- 
pers in your reports are to the buſineſs recommended by the 
Houſe to your enquiry: nor ſhall I notice them; but fortu- 
nately ſor the cauſe of truth, and the honour of Governor 
General Haſtings, he had thought it neceſſary to ſum up the 
whole of the evidence, and to give his opinion on it to the 
Secret Committee of the Court of Directors, as a full anſwer 
to their private Letter to him on the ſubje&. For once in 
your life, Sir, be candid, read his anſwer with temper, and 
particularly note, that it is dated in Calcutta, at the very 
moment of time, when, by appointment of the legiſlature, 
the furious triumvirate, General Clavering, Col. Monſon, 
and Mr. Philip Francis, were added to the Council Gene- 
ral, with the declared purpoſe of aiding and ai Mr. 
n in his government of , n 


k Letter from Goyernor Haſtings to the Secret 
Committee of the Court of Directors, for 
the Affairs of the Honourable Unives N- 


India Company. 


Fort William, the 24th March, m. 


8 E N T LEMEN, | 

LTHOUGH the 8 of the Board contain, 

very minutely recorded, all the meaſures which 
s were taken for proſecuting the enquiry into the conduct 

"= 
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— Reza Cawn, and at own ſentiments, 
both in the courſe ànd jiſſue of it, are therein inſerted at 
large, yet as I was originally honoured yitly your eſpecial 
*commttands tor conducting this intricate bufineſs, I con- 
e it to de in ſome meafure incumbent upon me to ad- 
Vdreſdyow on its conciulion, that I may account for any 
* fave had to encounter in the diſcharge of it. I will ſpeak F 
© ft 6f that charge which was more particularly the object 
* of your attention and eee mean the monopoly 

u ee . ed oe ttt MY | 
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7 © Yo will be pled to wesen chat the charge was ge- 
© rierat, without any ſpecification of time, places, or per- 
„ ſons. I had neither witneſſes, nor vouchers, nor mates 
© rials of any fort, to begin with; for theſe | relied chiefly 
511 the abilities, obſervation, and active mali nity, of 
© Maha- Rajah NunDcomar; but not reſting wholly on 
© his aid, I took ſuch other precautions as were molt likely 
© to produce informations againſt Mahommed Reza Cawn, 
© if his conduct had really merited that return from the 
© people of this country In concurrence with the Com- 
4 mittee of Circuit at. Coſſimbuzar, and with the Council 
* pere; publiſhed Hvertifements, inviting all perſons to 
* give information againſt ſach as had contributed ty the 
| - © diftrefies of the country, in the time of the famine, by the 
1 : monopoly of grain, or any other. unfair, practices on the 
wants and neceſſities of the people. 1 allowed all who 
. . * had any thing to offer on theſe ſubjects to have acceſs to 
N 8 ' me; and, although I never had much time to ſpare, I pa» 
A * tiently. beſtowed many hours, and even days, of it, in 
* liſtening to the multtiplied, but indefinite ſvggeſtions of 
E N VUNDEOMAR. In a word, [ omitted no means which 
Os, nnn 
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ere conſiſtent with my character, to waa * 
+ this agculation ue iht. PL 5.5 e 


0 In che 6 of the enquiry, 1 0 with the moſt 
4 rigid impartiality, not ſuffering (I can ſafely tay) the 
© ſmalleſt bias to incline me. You will ſee with whit ma- 
* terials I was furniſhed I am ſorry to iay, that ſome were 
collected with ſo little decency and regard to truth, as to 
make me apprehenſive of the effects which they might 
have produced on my character, from the countenance 
* which I afforded to the principal agent in the proſecution, 
had I not in my own immediate conduct, invatiably ad- 
hered to the ſtricteſt rule of juſtice. My judgement was 
formed with the ſame temper of mind; and J continue in 
© the perſuaſion, that it will be found perfectly conſiſtent 
© with the evidence before me, which coſt me much labour 
+ and attention, in the midſt of continued interruption, to 
collect it from the records of near thirty different exami- 


— 


I informed Rajah Huzzoorymul of the reference which 
you had been ꝓleaſed to direct me to make to him, for the 
facts on which his information (a copy of which I re- 

* ceived in your commands by the Lapwing) was grounded. 
. * He came ſeveral times to me, with the expreſs purpoſe 
and promiſe of entering into a full communication of the 
* ſubje&, and broucht with him an old and reſpeQable 
Merchant of this City, ſince deceaſed, who, he ſaid, was 
© equally appriſed of theſe (circumſtances with himſelf, to 
aid him in his informations; but after much timid heſi- 
« tation, mutual reference, and procraſtination, they both 
at length declined it; nor could I ever obtain the ſmalleſt 
s ieee from either. I ſhould be ſorry if tus repart 

| © were 


(16) 

e were to give you an unfavourable opinion of Rajah 
Huzzoorymul: I can truly affirm, that I know not a mat 
* of a more guarded conduct, or a more conſcientious in- 
* tegrity. Either the fear of the conſequences affecting his 
character, reſtrained him from avowing what he knew, 
or (which I think more likely) he was miſled by the cla- 
* mours. of the people, in the information which he origi · 
6 nally gave to Mr. — 


* With reſpet to the accounts of the Nizamut, and the 
balance ſaid to be due from Mahommed Reza Cawn, for 
the collections made by him at Dacca, during the life time 
© of Jaffier Ally Cawn, it was certainly more in the power 
of NUNDCoOMAR, than of any other perſon, to furniſh me 
s with the fulleſt and moſt authentic ſtate of both. Beſides 
an official and practical knowledge which he poſſeſſed of 
© the nature of the former, of which at one time he had the 
© entire management, he had at this time the command of 
© all the accounts of the Nizamut, through the means of his 
* ſon, Rajah Goordaſs, who is the Dewan of that office. 


He poſſeſſed the entire confidence of the Nabob Meer 
© Taffier, at the time in which Mahommed Reza Cawn was 
employed as Agent for the Dacca Collections, and had 

actually entered into a ſcrutiny of his conduct, during the 
life of that Nabob, which ſcrutiny pd mw balance 


now appearing againſt him. 


All the accounts on theſe heads, which I have ever re- 

© ceived from Rajah NunycoMaAR, ſtand upon record, and 

© they are ſuch as appear more calculated to acquit Mahom+ 

© med Reza Cawn, than eſtabliſh any proofs againſt him, 

. inde, he has lately offered to kurniſn me with very mi- 
nute 


7) 


* nate accounts of the Dacca Collections, during the period 
of Mahommed Reza Cawn's ageney ; but theſe were not 
put into my hands until the enquiry was cloſed, although 
© he had taken other indirect means (I know not why) to 
© bring them to the notice of tue Board. And-» as to the 
c Nizamut accounts, although I have uſed every means, for 
_ © upwards of ten months paſt, both with him and his ſon, 
* which could operate either on their hopes or fears, to ob- 
©tain them, they were not delivered till the latter end of 
January laſt, and were then accompanied with the promiſe 
© of a ſeparate proof of embezzlement in the article of Ex- 
© change, which, after freſh importunity, both from my- 
* ſelf and from the Board, was tranſmitted fo late, that it 
© arrived only on the 10th inſtant: nor did this, more than 
© any other papers furniſhed by NunDcoMAR, afford any 
thing like proofs, but only reiterated charges, without one 
* youcher, or the leaſt aid that might direct us to one. 


Il am at a loſs to diſcover the ſecret ſpring which governs 
© the myſterious conduct of this man, as I am certain he is 
* impelled by nothing leſs than a defire to favour Mahom- 
med Reza Cawn. It might ſuit well with his private 
views to procraſtinate the iſſue of the enquiry, although 
© it would be little conſiſtent with the credit or juſtice of 
* your Adminiſtration, to prolong it to a farther period, two 
years having been already confumed in bringing it to a 
* cloſe on our proceedings. Many attempts, indeed, were 
made by NUN DC OMAR, both in the courſe of this affair, 
and in the examination of Maha Rajah Shitabroy, to ob- 
© tain a formal commiſſion for making a perſonal and local 
© inquiſition into the accounts of the collections depending 
on both; but of this I diſapproved, knowing that ſuch a 
power might be converted, and believing that in his hands, 
it would be converted to purpoſes very detrimental to the 

. C | revenue, 
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© revenue, and oppreſſive to the people: it was propoſed to 
the Board, and by them percmtorily refuſed. 


© Notwithſtanding the conſciouſneſs which I poſſeſs of 
my own integrity, and- the certainty that my conduct 
throughout this ungrateful buſineſs, will, on the moſt ri- 
© gid ſcrutiny, do me credit, yet I am not without my fears. 
] am aware of the violent prejudices which were taken up 
© at once againſt Mahommed Reza Cawn by all ranks of 
people, both here and at home. I am alſo aware, that in 
England, where the very name of enquiry into the paſt 
management of affairs in India, flatters the paſſion of the 
times, and raiſes expectations of great and important de- 
« tetions, the reſult may baulk thoſe expectations, and turn 
© the torrent of public clamour another way. In many of 
the private letters which I received from my friends in 
© England, I was warned to act with the greateſt caution 
© in this enquiry, as the confirmation of my credit with the 
© public, and, forgive me for adding, with your Honoura- 
ble Court, depended upon it. 


© The magnitude of the charges which were alledged a- 
* gainſt Mahommed Reza Cawn, his reputed wealth, the 
© means which that afforded him both of ſuppreſſing evi- 
© dence, and even of influencing his judges in his favour, 
and the natural concluſion deducible from ſo many exag- 
C gerated accuſations, that ſome part of them at leaſt was 
© true, gave additional force to theſe cautionary intimations, 
and made me fear for the conſequences ; not only as they 
might affect my reputation, which it has been the ſtudy 
* of my life to maintain unblemiſhed, but as they might 
* blaſt all my hopes from the continuation of your favour, 


which I hold ſolely on the credit of my integrity. 


It 
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© Tt is poſſible that, on a review of the Proceedings, you 
may find ſome'critical cirgumſtances diſregarded, ſome 
facts of conſequence not ſufficiently traced through all 

their connexions or dependent events, by which the truth 
„. might have been more ſucceſsfully followed. I can only 
* ſay, that I have never quitted this proſecution but for af- 
fairs of greater moment; and although I ever bear the 
© moſt reſpectful deference for your commands, and have 
© never ſuffered my zeal to ſlacken in their execution, yet 
* muſt candidly own, that I never gave up a portion of my 
© time to this buſineſs, without feeling a painful regret, that 
© ſo much of it was loſt to the care of your real intereſts ; 
and how much of it I have beſtowed on that, your re- 
* cords in the various departments over which J preſide, 
will abundantly teſtify. 


T muſt declare that I have another motive for my fears; 
* the dark and deceitful character of NUNDCOMAR. whoſe 
* gratitude no kindneſs can bind, nor even his own intereſt diſ- 
* engage him from the crooked politics which have been the 
* fludy and practice of his whole life. Of this I have had ma- 
* ny very extraordinary proofs : I ſhall inſtance only two, as 
* moſt expreſſive of his ruling character. 


Before my departure from Fort St. George, when my 
appointment to this Prefidency was known, a meſſenger, 
© expreſsly deputed from Munny Begum, came to me there 
with Letters from her, intreating my protection in the 
* moſt earneſt terms, both for her houſe and for the people 
* of Bengal], againſt the tyranny of Mahommed Reza Cawn, 
and referring me for farther information, to Maha Rajah 
* NUunDcoMAR, from whom I received ſimilar Addreſſes on 
the ſame ſubject, and by the ſame hand, The Begum 

S © has 
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| © has ſince ſolemnly diſowned her having ever written ſuch 
Letters, or authoriſed ſuch a commiſſion. 


A very ſhort time after the elevation ot his ſon to the 
high office which he now poſſeſſes as Dewan to the Nabob, 
< NunDcoMaAR ſent draughts of Letters to the Begum, 
which he recommended to her to write to me, enumera- 
* ting the many encroachments which had been made by 
the Engliſh government on the rights of the Nizamut, 
© and claiming them for the behalf of the Nabob. Copies 
of theſe draughts, communicated to me by the Reſident, 


© Mr. Middleton, and by other channels, are re actually in. 
* my — 


I truſt to his own genius to furniſh you with nearer 
© proofs in the repreſentations which he has already made, or 
* which he may at this time conyey to your knowledge. 


My experience of his character has never altered my 
© behaviour to him, but in ſuch inſtances only, and ſuch 
have occurred, as require it for the public tranquillity. 
© I have ſupported the authority of Rajah Goordaſs, even 
in oppoſition to the Begum, becauſe it was conſiſtent 
© with the credit and dignity of your Adminiſtration, that 
© the ſyſtem, which it had been thought proper on well- 
* conſidered grounds to appoint, ſhould be ſteadily ſup- 
e! | . 


© T have alſo, in many little inſtances, by my counte- 
© nance, aſſiſted the perſonal influence of Maha Rajah 
© NUNDCOMAR, and I have endeavoured to turn both his 
good and bad qualities to account for the advantage of the 
Honourable Company, in ſuch occaſions as could admit 
of the application of either ; but I mult ſay, that I have 


6 been 
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© been . diſappointed in all my paſt expedations from him, 
and do not promiſe myſelf much benefit from his abilities 
in time to come, as the ſcene in which he had the faireſt 
opportunity of diſplay ing them, is now cloſed. 


* Whatever your reſolution may be concerning the future fate 
% Mahommed Reza Cawn, it is my duty, although I be- 
* lieve it unneceſſary, to repreſent, that, whatever reparation 
* you may think due for his paſt ſufferings, the reſtoration of 
any part of the power which he before poJe;Jed, will inevitably 
* tend to the injury of the Company's affairs, and the di minu- 
tion of your influence and authority. 


There can be but one Government and one power in 
this Province. Even the pretenſions of the Nabob may 
prove a ſource of great embarraſſment, when he is of age 
to claim his releaſe from the preſent ſtate of Papilage, 
* which prevents his aſſerting them. 


6 I have the honour to be, 
Gentlemen, 
© Your moſt obedient and 
Moſt faithful Servant, 
* WARREN HASTINGS.” 


Have you read the above Letter, Sir, in the manner that 

J recommended you to read it? Can human evidence fur- 
miſh ſtronger proofs of the Governor General's opinion of 

the true character and real abilities of the two great rivals for 
power, Maha Rajah Nundcomar, and Mahommed Reza 

Cawn ? This valuable Letter was written at Bengal, before 
it was known there, that new powers were coming out to 
India, which, in effect, ſuperſeded his own: and it was 

| in 


oO. - - ” - — „3 
$0" 00%" * p 


_ 
* 


ot © » 
— AC" * 


_ 2 
8 . 
— — = 7 a &* WY 
* . : 2 r F a 
ay << Ac . g \ 
: , — — 1 * oe 2 . 7Þ. 


(#2) 


in the poſſefſion of the Secret Committee of the Court of 
Directors, before Clavering, Monſon, and Francis, arrived 


in Calcutta. I have cauſed the 12th and 18th paragraphs 
to be printed in Italics, and I defire you, Sir, to keep them 


in your mind. The 12th is as explicit as words can make 
It, of the Governor's free ſentiments ef Nundcomar's cha- 


rafter ; and the 18th, in preciſely the ſame number of lines, 
as expreſſi ve of his ſentiments as to the conduct the Com- 
pany fhould purſue in future, relative to employing as an 
officer of government, Mahommed Reza Cawn. Here you 
have the political creed of the Governor General under 
his own hands, though in a private Letter to theChairman, 
and Deputy Chairman, of the Court of DireCtors, dated 
more than eight years ago. If, in one fingle inſtance, he 
has, in his public or private conduct, acted contrary to the 
ſentiments. ſo fully expreſſed in the above curious Letter, 
why has it not been produced? But itis impoſſible to pro- 
duce what never did exiſt; and for that reaſon you have, in 
your reports, ſwelled the appendixes with uſeleſs papers, in 
order to confound and puzzle the mind of your readers, 
with matters as foreign to the purpole, as your prototype, 
Bolingbroke, ſaysithe neighing of the horſe of the ſon of 
Hyſtaphis, is to good government. But I will ſupply your 


deficiency by a little narration of facts, that ſhall pleaſe all 


but thoſe concerned with you, in injuring the character of 
Governor Haſtings. 


It muſt not be forgotten, that the foregoing Letter from 
the Secret Committee of the Court of Directors to Mr. 
Haftings, and his anſwer to it were private, and in Bengal 
known only to the Governor himſelf; and he kept the ſecret 
ſo inviolably, that in its conſequences, it had nearly de- 
Aroyed his own moral character at Calcutta, and to this mo- 
ment continues to operate againſt it in this country. Virtue 

18 
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is ſaid to be its own reward; and in no inftance could a 
perſon depend more upon it than Mr. Haſtings has done. 
I believe, Sir, that it was to his conduct in this particular, 
that you referred, when you called his politicks crooked po- 
liticks. You have been deceived in his charafter, Sir, 
and under that deception, have proceeded to injure him to 
a degree that you cannot forgive. You know the human 
heart, and want no explanation of the aſſertion. At Ben- 
gal, the ſeizure of Mahommed Reza Cawn was thought to 
be a meaſure of Mr. Haſtings only; and as along time paſſed 
over without proofs of the Naib's delinquency being diſco- 
vered, people began to mur aur at the ſeverity with which 
he had been treated; and many malicious inſinuations were 
handed about; ſuch, Sir, as thoſe drawn up, by yourſelf in 
the ſecond report of the Select Committee, relative to the 
trial of Nundcomar. It was faid that Mr. Haſtings had 
removed the Naib Subah from his office in the government, 
to make way for his own creatures; and was forming a 
tale, with the aſſiſtance of the man's mortal enemy, (Nund- 
comar,) to ſend home to the Company, in order to raiſe 
himſelf a name, and to juſtify his giving great part of Ma- 
hommed Reza Cawn's power to the Rajah Nundcomar's 
Son-in-Law. This clamour againſt the Governor, had 
extended to all his enemies in Calcutta; and his own filence 
with reſpect to the private orders which he had received 
from home, made ſome of his friends ; uncaly, fearing he 
had taken upon himſelf meaſures, that tie evidence obtained 
of the delinquency of the Naib Subah, would not juſtify 
him for doing This idea had gained much ground in Cal- 
cutta, and it was taken for granted by all his enemies, that 
that the Governor had confided entirely in the abilitics and 
well known enmity ot N undcomar, to furniſh evidence ſuf- 
ficient to deſtroy his rival in the opinion of the public a- 
broad, and the Company at home. | 
In 
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In this fituation matters were, when Gen. Clavering, 
Col. Monſon, and Mr. Francis, arrived. Their intention 
to drive the Governor General out of the Chair, was foon 
made known in the fettlement. Even the beſt friends of 
Mr. Haſtings did not know, or were not autlibriſed by him to 
declare, on what authority he had acted in reſpect to Ma- 
hommed Reza Cawn. His having employed Nundcomar 
with ſeeming confidence, gave an air of greater myſtery to 
the buſineſs ; becauſe it was well known to every body, that 
from the experience of manyyears, he knew the man to bea 
Machievalian in politicks, and a deſperado in principle. What 
added ſtill more to the wonderof the ſettlement, was his having 
appointed the Son-in-Law of Nundcomar, Rajah Goordaſs, 
to the Naib Subahſhip, contrary to the advice, and againſt 


the proteſt of ſome very able members of his own Council. 
- In ſpite of my original intention, I muſt refer you, Sir, to 
Appendix, No. 3, page 67, in my Firſt Letter, for the Go- 


vernor's inducement to this appointment. His reaſoning 
there to be found, did, I believe, ſatisfy the Members at 
the Council Board---But what was to ſatisfy impatient pri- 
vate ſuſpicion, and ſplenetic popular clamour! You have 
lately been of council to the King, and well know, or 
ought to know, that a Miniſter of State who betrays ſecrets 
of government, in order to filence uninformed popular 
clamour againſt himſelf, is very unt for the Ration he 
holds. Nay, Sir, I think that you faid in your place in the 
Houſe of Commons, that you ſhould be very badly calcu: 
lated for the ſtation which you then held under the Crown, 
if you could not ſtand the pelting of the Morning Poſt and 
Morning Herald ; and yet they related ſome damning 
truths ; ſuch as that of your taking early care to provide 
amply for yourſelf, your ſon, your brother, and your ne- 
phew. This was not the caſe with Mr. Haſtings : he had 
no relations to ſerve : he had only to be ſteady, and laugh, 
as 


TW 7 

as you pretend to have laughed, at the lies of the day. To 
him the {tales circulating in Calcutta, were no more: and 
yet, Sir, I will ſhew you preſently, that this operated vio- 
lently, and almoſt to his ruin, both at home and abroad.; 
and continues ſtill to vibrate on the ears of thoſe who ought 
to know better. Nay, I will go further, and prove to 
the whole kingdom, that the lies hatched eight years ago at 
Calcutta, by the enemies of Mr. Haſtings, and which were 
ſo carefully brooded by the new Members of the Supreme 
Council, Gen. Clavering, Col. Monſon, and Mr. Francis, 
are the very fame idle tales which you and your Chairman 
have called back into life, to ſerve the ſame purpoſes here, 
for which they were invented abroad. I deal in facts, Sir; 
obſtinate, ſtubborn facts: they are on record. I give you 
chapter and verſe. Nor ſhall all the flowery eloquence for 
which you are ſo famous, enable you to do them away. 


The circumſtance of the remoyal of Mahommed Reza 
Cawn, and the appointment of Rajah Goordaſs to the 
Naib-Subaſhip in Bengal, every body ſaw; but nobody 
knew on what principles the Governor had acted. The 
private order from his maſters at home, was his own ſecret, 
and he kept it with a ſteadineſs, that has more than once 
nearly brought on his own ruin, It may even have that 
conſequence yet: for the prejudice which has ſo powerfully 
operated againſt him, as to induce a Vote for his recall in 
the Houſe of Commons, hath taken its riſe from the ſame 
mutilated and ill founded repreſentations, which, in various 


ways, and in variety of * have been obtruded on the 
public. 


J am obliged, in this place, to anticipate a quotation, 
which I have given to you in the following Letter, for a ſi- 
milar reaſon, Mr. Fowke, ſenior, the unhappy gentleman 
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( 26 ) FX 
who had, a few weeks. before the arrival of the Majority, 
quarrelled with the Governor General, was become inimi- 
cal to him to a degree of frenzy. Unluckily, he had known 
General Clavering in Europe, and finding that the Majo- 


rity were prone to receive evil impreſſions of Mr. Haſtings, 


engaged in the ſervice of the General as his Perſian Tranſla- 
tor. Great evils aroſe from the ſtubborn inveteracy of this 
furious man. To all the ſettlement, except Rajah Nund- 
comar himſelf, the apparent confidence placed in him by 
the Governor General, appeared real; and concluſions were 
drawn, on account of the ſeeming intimacy between them, 
very unfavourable to the Governor's honour. The Rajah 
was invited to come over to the Majority on the ſuppoſition 
that Mr. Haſtings had really given his confidence to the 
man. His character for deception, and political trimming 
to the times, was well known to Mr. Fowke, the Miniſter 
to the new Government of Three, And the Rajah him- 
ſelf, knowing that Mr. Haſtings never had any confidence 
In him, was well enough pleaſed (agreeable to the practice 


join the reigning powers; and without the leaſt heſitation, 
engaged to furniſh any information they wanted. This 
added to the ſtories which Gen. Clavering, Col. Monſon, 
and Mr. Francis, had heard, on their firſt arrival, that 
Nundcomar had very lately been the confidential friend and 


-grime miniſter of Mr. Haſtings, by whoſe aſſiſtcance and 


information, he had removed from his office Mahommed 


Reza Cawn, were inducements ſufficient for them to em- 


ploy the Rajah, to draw up charges againſt the Governor; 
whoſe ſtubborn, and almoſt criminal virtue, would not ſtoop 
to undeceive even his friends : and on my conſcience, I be- 


. heye, that Gen. Clavering, when, he ſet his name to the fol- 


lowing paragraphs in their Letters to the Court of Directors, 
ficm]y believed what he ſet his name to. To ſuppoſe that 


he 


CS ). 
he did not believe them, is to ſuppoſe that he ſacrificed his 
"honour in this world, and his ſalvation in the next, to the 
demon of party. Mr. Francis is now the only ſurvivor ; 
let him chooſe the affirmative or negative fide of the queſ- 
. tion---Either will reduce him to a ſituation, ſuch as no man 
of honour would wiſh to be found in. 


Extract of a Minute from General Clavering, 
Colonel Monſon, and Mr. Francis. 


Fort William, April 11th, 1775. 


AHA Rajah Nundcomar, whom the Governor 
6 calls a miſcreant, we found had been but a very 
little time before his boſom friend, conſulted on all occa- 
* fions, and ſupported by him againſt the united proteſt of 
Meſſieurs Graham, Lawrell, and Dacres, who were cloſely 
connected with Mahommed Reza Cawn, although the 
Governor knew him to have been (as he now ſays) guilty 
* of a forgery. We have reaſon to ſuſpect that the intention 
was to make him Banyan to General Clavering, to ſur« 
round the General and us with the Governor's creatures, 
© and to keep us totally unacquainted with the real ſtate of 
the government. By this, and other flimſey devices, fo 
* conſonant to the principles of Afiatic policy, in which the 
Governor General has been ſo long experienced, he pro- 
* bably flattered himſelf, that men, unpractiſed in ſuch arts, 
might be perplexed and circumvented. 


* Nundcomar finding himſelf deceived or diſappointed by 
© the Governor General, ſoon made uſe of the means which 
* his intimacy with the Governor had put into his power, 
« togratify his reſentment. Whatever might have been his 
* motives, his diſcoyerics have thrown a clear light upon 

Da the 


(28) 
© the Honourable Governor General's conduct, and the 
© means he had taken of making the very lare fortune he is 
* ſaid to poſſeſs of upwards of Forty Lacks of Rupees, which 
he muſt have amaſſed in about two years and a half. 


. Clavering, 
Geo. Monſon, 


CP. Francis.” 


Here is perſonality for you with a witneſs! Could you, 
Sir, or any other honeſt man in the kingdom, have ima- 
gined that ſuch men as Gen. Clavering and Col. Monſon, 
would ſuffer their minds to have been ſo warped by party 
ſpleen, as cooly and deliberately to ſet their names to ſuch 
paragraphs as the above? That Philip Francis ſhould 
draw them up, is no wonder--- Trained up to deceive, the 
truth is not in him. But that I have confined myſelf to a 
few quotations, I could preſent you with a hundred from 


the ſame Letter, equally falſe, 3 malicious, — 
inveterate. i 


The Governor was ordered by his maſters from home, on 
his being appointed to the Government of Bengal, firſt to 
remove from all power Mahommed Reza Cawn; then to 
make a ſtrict ſcrutiny into his conduct, as Naib-Subah; 
to employ Rajah Nundcomar in this enquiry ; and to refer 
the whole information to them, He did ſo, But though 
he could not find any criminal matter againſt Mahommed 
Reza Cawn, on the ſubjects into which he was ordered to 
_ enquire, yet he had ſeen enough of the man's influence and 
power in the provinces, to induce him to adviſe the Com- 
pany, for political reaſons, not to reinſtate him in the office 
of Naib-Subah of Bengal. His principles of action, with 

reſpe& to Mahommed Reza Cawn, had been eſtabliſhed m 


the 
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the manner we have ſeen, many months before the Majority 
arrived in the country; it is now eight years ago; and he 
remains fixed in the ſame opinion yet, He has no enmity 
to the man. Any advantages the Company with him to 
draw from their favour, Governor Haſtings does not, nor 
ever will, withliold from him. But he condemns the idea 
of reſtoring a man to power on the principles of party, who, 
with it, may do much harm in the preſent unſettled ſtate of 
India. I am not of conſequence enough to know the Go- 
vernor General's intentions; but having ſtudied his princi- 
ples of action for a number of years, I think that ſome late 
orders which have been ſent on the ſubject of reſtoring Ma- 
hommed Reza Cawn, and a few others which I ſhall men- 
tion, may induce him to quit; but he never will, by a 
complete compliance with them, digrace his ſtation. 


I would aſk you, Sir, whether a Member of the Houſe of 
Commons, or any other man, can find half the real infor- 
mation on this ſubje& in the Reports of the Committee, 
that he may find in the above ſimple detail of facts, ſup- 
ported by evidence which you knew where to find as 
well as I did. But your point was to condemn, and cauſe 
to be removed from his ſtation, the Governor of Bengal: 

therefore, you took the ſtory up in the middle, and cauſed 
to be copied into the Appendixes of your Reports, ſuch pa- 
pers only as the good man, Mr. Philip Francis, gave in, or 
pointed out--- With what honour, integrity, or impartiality, 
J ſhall leave others to determine. 


Your reaſoning in the Report concerning the Reſident of 
Oude, is ſo exactly the ſame with that you have held in re- 
ſpect to the ſtory of Mahommed Reza Cawn, that it will 
not be eaſy to ſpeak of it, without tautology. Ihe Gover- 
nor General, in his viſit to the court of the Vzier Sujah ul 
Dowlah, 
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Dowlah, in the year 1773, at which time he concluded 
with him the Treaty of Benares, had diſcovered that that 
ambitious Prince poſſeſſed not one virtuons quality of the 
mind. Born to tyrannick ſway, his mental faculties had 
been totally neglected, and the bodily exerciſes only attend- 
ed to. Though he had nerves and agility to ſever the head 
of a Buffalo from its body with his ſeymetar at a blow, and 
dexterity ſufficient to break with a fingle bullet, diſcharged 
from his match-lock fowling piece, a jar fromthe head of a 
poor womrn, at the diſtance of three hundred Engliſh yards, 
he was ignorant below contempt, in the knowledge neceſſary 
for the Vizier of the Empire of Hindoſtan, and in his 


_ diſpoſition, arfibitious, ſelfiſh, brutal, ſuſpicious, tyrannical, 


and cowardly. Withal this, he poſſeſſed Aſiatic cunning 

enough to become a dangerous neighbour on the Compa- 
ny's confines, if not cloſely watched; and for this reaſon 
only, Mr. Haſtings placed about him one of the Compa- 
ny's younger ſervants, in whoſe abilities and integrity he 
could confide, to he a watch on his political manceuvres, 
with orders to adviſe him regularly of all that paſſed at the 
Vizier's court. The correſpondence which paſſed between 
the Governor General and this young gentleman, was in 
an eaſy, confidential, and familiar ſtrain, where his poſitive 
or conjectural opinion on the ſtate of affairs, and appearances 
of the intended future meaſures of the Vizier, ſometimes 
ſupplied the place of the ſtiff and limited matter of fact ſtile 
of the merely official Reſident. And Mr, Middleton was 
confidered by all the country powers, to be as much the 


confidential friend of the Governor General, as the agent 


of the Company. And I ſhall be glad to know, in what 
degree of eſtimation an Engliſh Ambaſſador would be held 


at a court in Europe, if it was known that he had not the 
confidence of the Miniſtry 3 


On 
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On the arrival of the Majority, the firſt advice given to 
them by their Miniſter, was to recall this agent, and ſend up 
one of their own ; by which act they would, at one ſtroke, 
convince all the powers on the continent of India, that power 
had changed hands, and, that it now reſted with a Majority 
of the Board, and not with the Governor General. No 
man, Sir, knows better than you do the political uſe of ſuch 
a manceuyre, or you would not have voted the ſending 
Admiral Pigot to relieve Lord Rodney, I believe that Gen. 
Clavering, Col. Monſon, and Mr. Francis, had ſome ſuch 
intention, in purſuing ſo violent a meaſure, as you ſeem to 
have had. But you ſtopped ſhort; they, Sir, went on: 
for at the very firſt meeting of the Council General to do 
buſineſs, the Governor General was called upon to deliver 
up all the correſpondence which had paſſed between him and 
Mr. Middleton, his agent at Oude. Mr. Haſtings told 
them, that ſuch parts of it as related to the political affairs 
of government, he would order to be laid before the Board; 
but as his correſpondence with Mr. Middleton, in many 
inſtances, run in the friendly and familiar ſtile, no ways per- 
taining to the affairs of government, ſuch parts, he con- 
cluded, they could have no defire to ſee, and he ſhould, 
from a point of delicacy, withhold them.* | 


8 


Here 
Extradt of a Letter from Bengal, dated November the 21ſt, 1774. 


IN our firſt conſultation in this department, we took into conſide- 
ration a minute of the Governor-General's reſpecting the political 
© ſtate of affairs in India, which he had delivered in at the preceding 
meeting in the other department, with reſpect to the war then carrying 
© on againſt the Rohillas, in aid of the Vizier. We ſoon found that 
our opinions on its neceſſity and propriety, were likely to differ very 
widely. A majority of the Board, conſiſting of the Commander in 
Chief, Col. Monſon, and Mr. Francis, thought it neceſſary, for 
* better elucidating the grounds and conduct of the war, to ſee the 


, whole 


(#). 

Here was ftarted « curious matter for diſputation, The 
heads of the Majority were already loaded with ſuſpicions 
and combuſtible ideas; and this withholding of parts of 
the correſ] pondence, ſet fire to the train laid by their Miniſ- 
ter, and blazed out into a flame, that has not yet been ex- 
tinguiſhed. The Majority and their party, declared that 
the parts of the correſpondence which was not given up, 
contained criminal matter. The Governor, piqued at the 


4 whole of the original correſpondence between the Governor General, 
Mr. Middleton, Reſident at the Vizier's Court, and Col. Champion, 
* commanding the troops acting in conjunction with him; and it was 
© reſolyed to requeſt the Governor General to lay it before the Board 
« accordingly. 


The Governor General and Mr. Barwell diſſented from this reſo- 
© lution; and the former, at a ſubſequent meeting, delivered in a mi- 
A nute, declaring, that he meant to lay before the Board, ſuch parts of 
© Mr. Middleton's and Col. Champion's cerreſpondence, as related to 
© the conduct of public affairs; but as ſome of the letters might con- 
« tain things, in the corrſe of a free and perſonal communication, 
« which might not be proper for a public record, he begged leave te 
decline * the whole of them lee! us. 


On this refuſal, a formal proteſt was entered againſt it, by Gen. 
© Clavering, Col. Monſon, and Mr. Francis. Mr. Monſon thereupon 
| © moved for the recall of Mr. Middleton; and it was determined by 
the ſame majority, that he ſhould be recalled, and ordered to repair 
to the Preſidency, bringing with him the whole of his correſpon- 
« dence during his reſidence at the court of the Vizier. At the ſame 
«time it was reſolved to appoint Colonel Champion, or the Com- 
* manding Officer of the Brigade, to treat with the Vizier in his room. . 
4. Againſt both theſe reſolutions, the Governor General proteſted, 
* and Mr. Barwell alſo diſſented from them. 


J. Clavering, 
Geo. Monſon, 
P. Francis.“ 


ungenerous 
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ungenerous and violent proceedings of the Majority, and 
conſcious of his own innocence, would not comply. The 
young gentleman was recalled ; and the matter was referred 
home to the Company, who condemned the Governor, 
and ordered the whole of the original Letters to be delivered 
up on both ſides, which was done, and found to contain, 
nothing public or criminal. This affair gave riſe to ſuch 
another diſpute as that about Mahommed Reza Cawn, 
and you have handled it at your Committee in the ſame 
uncandid manner. Not the leaſt notice is taken of the con- 
duct of the Majority, in removing Mr. Middleton, and 
and ſending Mr. Briſtow to Oude, and thereby rendering 
the Governor General inſignificant in the eyes of the coun- 
try powers : No, that would have been candid, and given 
truth fair play; to avoid which, you take the ſtory up 
much later in point of time, and endeavour to fix criminali- 
ty on the Governor General for removing Mr. Briſtow from 
the very ſpot to which he had been ſent by the Majority, 
to leſſen him in the eyes of the Country Powers. Such 
conduct might have been expected from the Chairman of 
your Committee, who was never heard of as an orator, ex- 
cept as a ſpeaking member of a city club, or wrangling pro- 
prietor of India ſtock at a general court, where he ſtudied 
his poverty of eloquence, until chance threw him into the 
Committee's Chair--But believe me, Sir, it is beneath the 
character of the all- accompliſhed Mr. Burke. 


1 will give you an inſtance in point. The Prime Miniſ- 
ter of this Country, muſt have a Lord Lieutenant of Ire- 
land who will attend to his mandates, or things in Ireland 
will go wrong. Lord North thought ſo, when he ſent 
Lord Carliſle to Dublin Caſtle. You thought ſo, when 
you joined in opinion to ſend the Duke of Portland there. 

And Lord Shelburne thought fo, when he recommended a 

art | E | ſucceſſor 
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faccelfor to the Noble fs It i 18, Sir, one of thoſe potk- 
ical truths, that every dabbler agrees in. And believe me, 
2 Governor General of Bengal, muſt, and will, have a con- 
 Kdential friend of his own, for his Lieutenant at Oude, 
or the Princes of the Country will place no confidence in 
him. It is now five years ſince the various fluctuating 
powers of this country, at both ends of che town, have, 
from a mere ſpirit of party, deſtructive of all true policy, 
and the real intereſt of the Company and the Nation, been 
attempting to lower their Governor General in the eyes of 
all Afia, by forcing on him Mr. Briſtow for his Reſident 
at Oude, contrary to all his unanſwerable objections. He 
has no enmity to the young man; that all Mr. Briſtow's 
Friends know; but if the Governor ſubmits to his being 
there ſo independent of him, as the orders from home 
require, after ſo long and fo injudicious a ſtruggle to compel 
him to it from this fide the water, he will ceaſe to be worthy 
the confidence of the Nation and the Company, as their 
| Governor General of Bengal. 


It is very | poſſible, Sir, that befides the Members of your 
Committee, and a very bare majority in the Court of Direc- 
tors, there may be found people who may think, that the 
Naib Subah of the Provinces in Bengal, and the Refident 
at the Court of Oude, ſhould be appointments in the diſ- 
poſal only of the Court of Directors. I ſhall not diſpute 
their right to give away every appointment in the Compa- 
ny's ſervice, at home and abroad; if it was not ſo, they 
would not be Directors; but the two inſtances at preſent 
agitated, do not turn on their power or their right; theſe 
are indiſputable; and I wiſh the whole Court felt as ſor, 
at the improper interpoſition of miniſterial influence, as I do, 
their affairs abroad would then ſoon be reſtored to their for- 
mer ſplendor, Had the Court of DizeRors read, with 
2 | nd 
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minds free from prejudice, the reaſonings of Mr. Haſtings, 
for not giving power to Mahommed Reza Cawn, ſending 
Mr. Briſtow to Oude, and Mr. Fowke, Jun. to Benares, 
it is not poſſible that certain orders, lately ſent to Bengal, 
could have been dictated. It was no quarrel of theirs, The 
Majority had appointed the gentlemen above mentioned to 
their ſeveral tations, openly avowing, that it was done to 
ew the Country Powers, that Mr. Haſtings, with the 
high ſounding title of Governor General of Aſia, had, in 
fact, no power; and it was ſo generally believed all over 
_* Hindoftan, that Mr. Haſtings, on the demiſe of Col. Mon- 
fon, fo far back as 1776, was obliged to replace the ſame 
Company's ſervants, in order to recover in the opinion of 
the Aſiatic Princes, the credit due to his ſtation, From 

that hour to this, hath the impolitic © interpoſition of the 
Court of Directors, kept alive a paltry party diſpute, origi- 
nating at Bengal. whether Mr. Middleton or Mr. Briſtow 
ſhould be the Company's Refident at Oude ; whether Mr. 
Fowke, Mr. Graham, or Mr. Markham, ſhall act as Agent 
at Benares ; and whether Mahommed Reza Cawn ſhall 
have improper power annexed to his nominal ſtation of 
Naib Subah of Bengal, or not. The parties in whoſe fa- 
your this party conteſt has been kept alive, that is Meſſrs. 
Middleton, Briſtow, Fowke, Graham, Markham, and 
Mahommed Reza Cawn, are all men trained in the Com- 
pany's ſervice, To their abilities and integrity, no party 
have made the leaſt objection. The whole matter turns on 
this; whilſt the agents of Mr, Haſtings's nomination, reſide 
at the different Princes courts, they have confidence in 
him; when the young men are ſent there, who were ap- 
pointed by the Majority, the Governor General's credit finks 
to nothing. I would aſk any reaſonable man, whether it 
can be for the intereſt of the Company, that the Directors 
continue annually to make a point of matters, in themſelves 
E 2 ſo 
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ſo infignificant to their ſervice in general, and ſo degrading 
to their Governor General in particular. What is it to 
that commercial body, which of their younger ſervants a& 
as their agents at Oude and Benares ? Or who can poſſibly 
be ſo good a judge of the abilities and i integrity of the under 
graduates in their ſervice, as the Governor who employs 
them? To him they look for an account of the general 
ſtate of their affairs, financialand political ; on the judicious 
management df which, not only depend their mercantile 
intereſts, but their exiſtence as an Afiatic power. If they 
loſe their territory, their commerce can no longer exiſt.” The 
Council General are their political managers, the Board of 
Tride their mercantile. War and conqueſt have made the 
firſt neceffary ; and the cloſer the latter are tied down to firſt 
principles, the better. But the ſhuttle will now no longer 
move, if the ſword be withdrawn. I would deſite no ſtronger 
proof of tlie neceſſity of harmony in the conduct of their 
affairs abroad, than what has lately appeared. From 1774 
to 1780, Mr. Francis and his friends, oppoſed every mea- 
{ure of the Governor General's in every department of go- 
vernment, and alſo kept alive a party in this country, at 
both ends of the town, and that by a ſeries of the moſt 
falſe and uncharitable repreſentations of facts, that ever 
were invented againſt Mr. Haſtings's honour as a man, every 
one of whichhave been refuted, and expoſed to the diſhonour 
of the dead, and the diſgrace of the living. But no ſooner 
had Mr. Francis left India, than cordiality took place in tho 
Council General, the good effects of which have lately been 
made known to the nation, arid that at a moment of time, 
when the Directors were deviſing his recall, grounded on 
reaſons which have no foundation in truth, to make way 
for a new ſet of men, totally unverſed in the affairs of Aſia, 


I believe 


TRY... 
£ J believe you will admit; that. in candour, | the Com 
mittee ſhould have done as I have done, and gone back to 
the original | cauſe of the removal of Mahommed Reza 
Can and Mr. Briſtow, as they deemed ſuch trifling affairs 
worth the notice of the. Senate; but once dipped: into per- 
ſonal politicks, they knew not where to ſtop.; and a diſmal 
account is introduced into the! Houſe, in your ſixth Report, 
charging the Governor General with having -violated tha 
rules of the Company's ſervice, in appointing one of his 
Aid-du-Camps, and particular Agent, Capt. John Scott, a 
nominal Major, greatly out of his turn, to the prejudice of 
I know: not how many officers, his ſeniors in the ſervice. 
This fact is not only denied, but alſo proved to have 
been erroneouſly ſtated, and wrongfully repreſented to the 
Houſe of Commons. Your Chairman has been called upon 
publickly and privately, . to ſupport. the aſſertions contained 
in the Report, which hitherto he has declined to do, Per- 
haps he thinks that his ſenatorial dignity places him out of 
the reach of private cenſure, for having patronized a repre- 
ſentation of circumſtances not true in fact, and that we ſhall 
ſee him on the meeting of the Parliament, once more ſtand 
up in his place, and declare himſelfinvulnerableto the ſhafts 
of envy and calumny. Before he ventures to do it, I wiſh 
him calmly to peruſe this Preface, and the accompanying 
Third Letter, to you; it may be of uſe to his memory; 
and he may depend on it, that I will take particular care, 
that every Member of both Houſes ſhall be furniſhed with a 
copy, in order to enable them to judge what degree of credit 
is due to the General's declaration of his innocence and his 
patriotiſm, | 


{ have been beyond meaſure aſtoniſhed at the modeſty of 
the noble General, in trifling with the time of the Houſe, 
by bringing forward the frivolous accuſation againſt Mr. 
Haſtings, 
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Haſtings, of his having made his Aid-du- Camp, Captain 
John Scott, 2 Brevet Major; as it inevitably leads back the 
mind to a fimilar favour granted ſome years paſt, by the 
General's influence, to his own: brother, Captain Jobb 
Sich In the name of goodneſs, what could duce your 
Cheitman to diſguſt the feelings of every man, who knew 
the dend ut and character of his near relation, by dragging 
back to our memories the idea of à man, long fince fallen 
ito fortunate oblivion. Major John Smith poſſeſſed every 
frailty and folly of his brother in the higheſt extreme. If 
there are vittues in the family, heaven and earth knows how 
few of them came to his ſhare | But he has many years 
teaſed to be a load to himſelf, diſguſtful to ſociety, and an 
enpente to the Company ; and nothing but the fraternal 
feelifigs of fo excellent a brother, could have given cauſe to 
eee ee een wing wer eee 7 


ieee writer, 8 the tare af Devetor, 4 in the 
: bring Herald, having examined and explained the con · 
duct of the Committee, in a very maſterly manner, has put 
an end to my labours. What are we to think of the efficacy 
of national inveſtigations ſo partially conducted ? If any man 
will be at the trouble of reading your ſhare in thoſe curious 
compoſitions, and at the fame time attend to the undeniable 
facts which Detector hath oppoſed to your eloquent ſar + 
miſes, and very ungenerous infinuations, it will enable him 
to form a judgement of the uncommon injuries which have 
been done to the public and private character of the Gover- 
nor General of Bengal, in the ſeveral parts of the: five laſt 
Reports. After all, there are few men to whom Mr. Haſ- 
tings has been more obliged than to you and your Commit- 
tet. Theextraordinary Vote which ſome how or other was 
obtained in the Houſe of Commons, for his recall, brought 
forward an inveſtigation into the matter in Leadenhall- 
. | Street. 
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Street, The Proprietors of India Stock are his legal and 
proper maſters: they have tried him, Sir, fairly, and he 
has been honourably acquitted. After that, what can he 
have to fear from the tellers of Nurſery tales. The honor- 
able General was ſo pleaſed with his maſter's ſtory of the 
Little Red Riding Hood, that he imitated it in his way, and 
gave us one of a Eunuch, and an Old Woman at the India 
Houſe. Perſons who deſpiſe the man, pitied the mimic 
orator. The filent contempt in which it was received, 
ought to ſeal up his mouth for ever; and in compaſſion to 
him, Sir, you 9 ſay, Couſin Smith, you never 
ic can be an orator.” | 

I muſt now leave you to my Third Letter, which I hope 
will have ſome influence on your mind, when you ſhall 
find by it, how egregiouſly you have been duped by the ene- 
mies of Mr. Haſtings, in ſpending ſo much of your precious 
time, in compiling reports from a Committee, originally 
intended to furniſh the national Senate with information on 
Aſiatic affairs, and not inflamatory obſervations on the 
conduct of a party. When you, your Chairman, or the 


man of whoſe evidence you have ſhewn ſo much grace as 


to be aſhamed to give to the public, ſhall think proper to 

diſpute the fats in the following Letter, you may chance 

to hear again from your old correſpondent and R 
Humble Servant, 


The AUTHOR. - 
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RIGHT HONOURABLE SIR; 

LTHOUGH I have already addreſſed Two Letters to 
you, on the ſubject of the Reports of the Select Com- 
Mitte of the Houſe of Commons, ſuch have been the in- 

duſtry and indefatigable application of yourſelf, the honor- 

able Chairman, and his brother Members, in obtaining 
what they think new evidence, in ſupport of what all the 

world have been convinced was no evidence at all, that I 
am compelled to trouble you once more, to ſhew, that this 

laſt evidence of Mr. Goring, is abſolutely worſe than Capt. 

Cowe's no evidence: and what is ſingularly fortunate, every 

ſep which has been taken to prejudice the public againſt 

Governor General Haſtings, hath operated quite differently 

to what his enemies intended. His character, like ſterling 


gold committed to the crucible, comes out purer than when 


Iſt ſubmitted to the fire, 


F When, 


K 
When, in 1773, the King's Miniſter's interpoſed, with 
the declared purpoſe of relieving the Eaſt India Company 
from their diſtreſſes, which had moſt evidently been brought 
on by the fame Miniſtry having compelled them ſome years 
before, to pay government 403,000/. per annum, and 
which, in its conſequences, drove them into a temporary 
bankruptcy, the very ſame means were then uſed, which 
have lately been uſed, to enrage the minds of the people 
againſt the characters of all the Company's ſervants abroad, 
and involve them indiſcriminately in one general ruin. It 
is, perhaps, one of the moſt ſingular circumſtances to be 
met with in the records of time, that a man fo ſituated and 
ſo circumſtanced as Governor General Haſtings has been, 
and now is, ſhould be able to ſupport himſelf againſt ſuch 
violent, perſonal, and general attacks, as have been, * 
are now making on his conduct and character. AS 


I will honeſtly confeſs, that it is not from any particular 
regard or reſpect which I have for your character, that in- 
duces me to addreſs my Letters to you: as one of my. moſt 
gracious Sovereign's honourable Privy Council, I ſincerely 
Hope that you are an upright and honeſt man ; but I am 
too old to take mere profeſſions of ſanctity for pure reli- 
gion, or flowery oratory for true patriotiſm : I look to ge- 
neral tenor of conduct to frame my concluſions on the cha- 
zaQters of men: and if Sir George Saville himſelf, was to 
give up the cauſe of an honeſt man, in mere compliance to 
the paſſions of a party, highly as I now revere the character 
of that genuine Engliſhman, I would never after touch my 
dat to him. It is not ſufficient that a man hath liyed, he 


5 —— r - , nl 0 * 9 
J _——_ — * „ A — ; . : 0 . 2” — 7 
8 * — 4 - 41 3 ** 4 * ol e 1 8 2 
e CE a 7% 1 nN TJ - rn, „ 1 0 a * ib , n N yy o - 
4 x os * * a p p v 2 q 4 o r ** * F Sho 2 4 - 
" 3 ” 7 * ds Wa ” * — 
A — 4 o \ "Ys 4 p N. 4 A — — 2. * — * — — — - 2 a — oy — - 
- f 1 * 2 - ww py — — — - — 
<a _ * r 10 1 * : . a 2 i >. 4 a * 2 , * 2 * - - — — = 
4 Yet "—- +4, - Chen p q — * — — — 4 pas K 7 3 — — * n — — — — — 5 = 
«a ** —— — 7 i __., < . = a — — — — . ” 1 — 414 - p \ 
— i * — S * 8 — —— — 3 — i es — 2 9 
— 4 7 3 2 5 a4 * 2 ” rs e * 9 — — - \ a N 
2 4 4 i os 7 » 1 "I man 2 Em — * — p ol 's _ = 
2 — 8 _— 4 \ — y — ab oat es — Xx =; - +> — «Wow ek. VY 2 — 0 1223 1 , Þ „ * N n * * 
* * — — 0 2 . a N + 1 . _—_— pay * Gs — * — — a 7 n 2 >4 ; hoot hog * * Wis — x 143” 2 F 
7 . = » ” 5 4 5 > - 0 1 Fx =. -—_Y Pune ay 4 - — 
m „% * r * n b PY . — . = urn = 2 2 — 3 — — N * 4 —_— 7 n y _ 
— 7 * . 2 * "_—— 2 N * . * * . * * 
- — e —— 2 * — — 4 2 > 4 — — * . gods wr 14 _ I "> z «463-4 3 89 1 by ta Tb, Fa 
5 * . . ; 4 7 uy —— mM a 4 N 4 4 42 
— + * * — p — „5 „ 1 * 8 — . 8 port 1 N — „ . 4 — REGU wo per 2 — „ <i6-—44" x = * Y * 66 * _ 5 4 ” ** weapon yet * Sw, ” * 1 = " a 
72 3 1 CIS 2 — — Py — 3 ta ef 5 9 * : - 10 
. * 5 8 * T ? 


if muſt alſo die a patriot. Had Cato trimmed to the times, as 
i Bolingbroke has faid he ought to have done, and followed 


the chariot wheels of Cæſar, his memory would have been 


Keld in as much deteſtation bY poſterity, as is that of the 
Author 


CF 

Author of the Letters on Patriotiſm. He, Sir, like you, 
preached à doctrine which he never practiſed. When 1 
read your works, I admire both: when I advert to your 
conduct, there are few characters, living or dead; for whom 
1 feel leſs reſpect. Men who violently purſue, from the 
fpirit of party, an innocent individual, are falfe patriots, 
Haſtings and Coote have ſaved the nation in the eaſt, and 
Rodney retrieved her honour in the weſt, and brawling pa- 
triots vent their ſpleen againſt them. 


In 1772, Select and Secret Committees were appointed 
by the Houſe of Commons, to enquire into the then ftate 
of the Eaſt India Company's affairs. In the ſame year Mr. 
Haſtings was, by the Company, ſent from Madrafs to 
Bengal, to take charge of the government. Every one of his 
meaſures from that period, to the latter end of 1774, were 
not only highly approved, but much commended by the 
Court of Directors, to whom alone he was then accounta - 
ble. If, in the ſevere inveſtigation of both Committees of 
the Houſe of Commons, during the years 1772 and 1773, 
any criminal matter did appear againſt Governor Haftings, 
nothing of it is to be found on the face of the Reports; and 
as a proof that nothing was found, the legiſlative powers of 
his country thought proper, in 773, to confirm him in 
the government of Bengal for hve years longer. If any thing 
can eſtabliſh a man's character for honour and integrity, in 
the ſervice of the Eaſt India Company, Mr. Haſtings's cha- 
rafter was ſo eſtabliſhed, when the Regulating Act of the 
13th of George the Third, received the royal aſſent, which 
was to be in force at Bengal, on the firit day of Auguſt, 1774. 


At the above period, Mr. Haſtings had been in the Com- 
pany's ſervice twenty-four years, in the government of 
Bengal nearly'three years, by the appointment, and with 

E 2 the 
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the approbation, of the Court of Proprietors, and of the D 
Directors; and by the Regulating Act. he was re appointed 
and confirmed in the government of all India, for ſive 
years more. This new appointment was with the con- 
ſent and approbation of the whole kingdom, for this plain 
reaſon, that whatever peculations or miſmanagements had 
been brought home againſt other of the Company's ſer- 
vants, all parties and denominations of men agreed, that 
Mr. Haſtings's character ſtood unimpeached, in Leaden- 
hall-Street, and in the Reports of the Committees. His 
application to buſineſs, and his abilities for conducting it, 


were equally and univerſally acknowledged by all denominge 
tions of men. 


duch was the eſtabliſhed and univerſally allowed character 
of Mr, Haſtings, when he was appointed Governor General 
of the national poſſeſſions in Aſia in 1774. I will, Sir, 
with your permiſſion, go into an inveſtigation of the matter 
now laid to his charge, and ſtate clearly and fairly, 
what foundation it reſts, give the characters of the men who 
firſt began the now furious attack againſt his moral and po- 
litical honour, and ſhew to the world on what grounds the 
preſent outcry has been raiſed, in what manner it has been 
ſupported, and what are the views of the preſent Managers, 
an perſevering with ſuch unwearied afſiduity, in the remoyal 
of Mr. Haſtings from the government of Bengal, 


You are, Sir, better acquainted with the private inten- 
tions of Miniſters of State than I am; their openly avowed 
principles of action is all IJ have to go by; and I do aſſure 
you, Sir, that the Miniſters of 1773 declared publickly, 
that they wiſhed to ſupport Governor General Haſtings in 
his meaſures and plans for regulating the national concerns 
in Bengal; and in order to put it out of the power of that 

fluctuating 


i 
. 
, 


— 
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fluctuating body of men, the Court of Directors ſor the 


Eaſt India Company's affairs, to remove him, on any 
change of politicks in Leadenhall - Street, they gave him the 
ſanction of a national appointment for five years, not to be 
removed but by an addreſs from the united body of Mer» 
chants of England trading to the Eaſt Indies, framed at the 


requeſt of a majority of the Proprietors, and a majority of 


the Court of Directors, to the King in Council, for that 
expreſs purpoſe. Here, Sir, their declarations and public 
acts confirm one another, and force conviction on the 
mind, that they really meant what they ſaid: and the ſame 
Miniſtry have further confirmed what they then enacted ; 
for in the firſt Seſſions of the fifteenth Parliament of Great 
Britain, that is laſt ſummer, when an Act was paſled to 
continue to the Eaft India Company their Aſiatic poſſeſſions, 
for the further term of ten years, the name of Warren 
Haſtings, Eſq. is further inſerted to fill the office of Gover- 
nor General, with the approbation of the Eaſt India Com- 


| pany, and, as I remember, without one ſingle objection to 
the clauſe ſo framed for his continuance in the government, 


being ſtarted in the Houſe of Lords or Houſe of Commons. 


A ſimple plain man, ſuch as I am, not converſant in the- 
ſecrets of ſtate, is apt to conclude, that ſuch continual and 
repeated approbation of a man's own immediate maſters, 
confirmed by the legiſlative and executivepowers of the ſtate, 
would be ſufficient to eſtabliſh his character for honour, 


ability, and integrity; and was I an independent Proprietor 
of Stock, or impartial Member of Parliament, I would not 
vote a man from ſo reſponſible a ſtation, without being firſt 


convinced that he had acted in ſome ſhape or way, incon- 


ſiſtent with his duty, or derogatory to his honour. What 


à vaſt portion of private ſpleen muſt that man poſſeſs, whoſe 
revenge is not to be ſatisfied, but with the removal and diſ- 
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of acting as panders to the gratification of private paſſion; 


all impartial men, that the preſent attack on the Governor 


and has been taken up here on the ſame principle, and leads 


modern patriotiſm, that tenets ſeem to change with books, 
and principles with times. --I mean, Sir, your tenets and 
your principles: the Proprietor of Eaſt India Stock, at 
leaſt, if not part of th: Patriot, ſeems to have been loſt in 


988 66 ) 
grace of ſuch men as Haſtings, Coote, and Rodney, at a 
tims the national honour requires their continuance in office 


In the midſt of all our party ſquabbles, I thank God, 
there are numbers of very reſpectable characters in the nation, 
whoſe love of truth cauſes them to revolt at the very idea 


they will not be influenced by uncertain evidence, or vote 
the diſgrace of a man unheard in his defence, becauſe the 
Chairman of a Committee, or one or two other of the 
Members, wiſh to return to India, To ſuch Members of 
the Britiſh Senate, and ſuch Proprietors of India Stock, I 
write ; nor havel a doubt but that I ſhall convince them, and 


General, was commenced in India from the ſpirit of party, 


only to the gratification of the private ſpleen of a few indi- 
viduals, and the lucrative views of a few more. 


There is nothing gives me more pleaſure, than when I 
find that I agree in any political point, eſſential to the gene- 
ral good, with ſo popular a character as that of Mr. Ed- 
mund Burke : but ſuch is the nature and complexion of 


the Miniſter of State ; otherwiſe how ſhall we reconcile 
preſent proceedings with paſt doctrines? No man will re- 
fuſe a quotation from the works of Edmund Burke, and I 
am always happy to ſupport my own opinion by ſo good 
authority. That the compelling the Eaſt India Company 
to pay the ſum of 400,000/. per annum to government, was 
a thing I complained of much, at that time, though you 
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may be ſeen from the following quotation from a very fa- 
vourite work of yours, which JI took notice of in my Firſt 


Letter to you, and may very Nb mention * before 


- 


J cloſe my Third. 
"Yo your obſeryations « on a late ſtate of the nation, ried 


by J. Dodſley, i in Pall-mall, the fourth edition, Page * to 
page 93, . reaſon thus : KI bee 4 


A © 
N 


a Ie} is true. the. author, in his 1 * oy ways pry 
C means, * credit for 400, ooo]. a year, Indian revenue; 
but he will not very poſitively inſiſt, that we ſhould put 
I « this revenue to the, account of his plans or his power, and 


Vas not a Proprietor, . you, Sir, did not approve. of it, as 


for a plain reaſon we are already near two years in poſ- 


C felnon of it: by what means we came to that poſſeſſion, 
is a pretty long ſtory : however, 1 ſhall give nothing more 
than a ſhort abſtract of the proceeding, | in order to ſee 


* whether the author. will take to himſelf any part in that 
C © meaſure. R SEP GR 
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- The £a is wy oy the Eaſt 198 1 nad for * 
good while folicited.. the Miniſtry for a negociation, by 


which they propoſed to pay largely for ſome advantages in 


= their trade, and for. the renewal of, their charter. This 
« * had been the former: method of. tranſacting with that bo- 
« dy. Government having only leaſed the monopoly for 


ſhort terms, the company has been obliged to refart to, it 


6 W ee for renewals. Theſe two parties have always 
's * Negotiated (on the true principle of credit) not as govern- 
ment and ſubject, but as equal dealers, on the footing of 


* mutual advantage The public had derived great benefit 


« from ſuch dealing. But at that time new ideas prevailed: 
2 The miniſtry, inſtead of litening to the propoſals of the 


9 company, 


* 


(®) 
© cdinj@ny, choſe wn up a claim of the crown to thiir 
< poffeffrorts. Fhe origirial plan ſeems to have been, to get 
© the h6uſe of commoris to compliment the crown with a 
bert of juridicial declaration of a title to the company's ac- 
* quiitions i in India, which the crown, on its part, with 
© the beſt air in the world. was to beſtow upon the public. 
Then it would come to the turn of the houſe of commons 
Agi to be liberal atid grateful to the crown. The civil 
liſt debts were to be paid off, with, perhaps, a pretty aug- 
mentation of income. All this was to be done on the 
moſt ptblic ſpirited principles, and with a politeneſs and 
muktal interchxtge of good offices, that could not but 
* have charmed. But what was beſt of all, theſe civilities 
— to be without a farthing of charge to either of the 
kind and obliging parties. The Eaſt India company was 
to he covered with infamy and dilgracs, and at V Ane 
n 454 pay the whole _ 
0 In conſequenee or this hebe, thie tertofs of a parlia- 
© mentary enquiry were hung over them. A judicature 
* was aſſerted in parliament to try this queſtion. But leaſt 
* Mis' judicial character ſhould chaner to inſpire certain 
* ſtubborn ideas of law and right, it was argued, that the 
'* jadzeature was arbitrary, and ought not to determiné by 
Alle rules of law, but by their opinion'of policy and expe- 
diene. "Non exceeded the violence of ſome of the 
managers, except their impotence. They were bewil- 
* dere# by their paſſions, and by their want of knowledge, 
ur want of conſideration of the fubject. The more they 
"© advanced, the further they found themſelves from their 
object. All things ran into confuſion. The miniſters 
1 "quarrelled among themſelves ; they diſclaimed one aho- 
-$ ther; they ſuſpended violence, and 'Yhitunk from the 
dcn The enquiry was almoſt at its laſt gaſp, when 
95 ſome 


-(.9.) 

« ſome actiye perſons of the company were given to under- 
9 ſtand, that this hoſtile proceeding was only ſet up in terro= * 
rem; that government was far from an intention of ſeiz- 
ing upon the poſſeſſions of the company. Adminiſtration, 
they ſaid was ſenſible that the idea was in every light full 
of abſurdity ; and that ſuch a ſeizure was not more out 
of their power, than remote from their wiſhes; ; and there 
fore, if the company would come in a liberal manner to 
* the houſe, they certainly could not fail of putting a ſpee= 
« dy end to this diſagreeable buſineſs, and of opening the 
* wayto an advantageous treaty. 


On this hint the company ated : they came at once 
* to a reſolution of getting rid of the difficulties which aroſe 
from the complication of their trade with their revenue ; 
* a ſtep which deſpoiled them of their beſt defenſive armour, 
and put them at once into the power of adminiſtration, 
They threw their whole ſtock of every kind, the revenue, 
* the trade, and even their debt from government, into ons 
fund, which they computed on the ſureſt grounds, would 
amount to 800,000]. with a large probable ſurplus for the 
payment of debt. Then they agreed to divide this ſum 
in equal portions, between themſelves and the public, 
5 490,000l, to each. This gave to the proprietors of that 
fund, an annual augmentation of no more than 80,000l. 
* dividend. They ought to receive from government 
* 120,000]. for the loan of their capital. So that in fact, 
the whole which on this plan they reſerved to themſelyes, - 
from their vaſt revenues, from their extenſive trade, and 
in conſideration of the great riſks and mighty expences 
vhich purchaſed theſe advantages, amounted to no more 
than 280, oool. whilſt government was to receive, as I 
hy An, 400,000l. 
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© This propoſal was thought by themſelves liberal in- 
deed, and they expected the higheſt applauſe for it. How- 
© ever, their reception was very different from their expecta- 
© tions. When they brought up their plan to the houſe of 
© commons, the offer, as it was natural, of 400,0c0]. was 
very well reliſhed : but nothing could be more diſguſtful 
© than the 80,0001. which the company had divided 
« amongſt themſelves. A violent tempeſt of public indig- 
* nation and fury roſe againſt them. The heads of people 
© turned. The company was held well able to pay 
400, oeol. a year to government; but bankrupts, if they 
* attempted to divide the fifth part of it among themſelves. 
An ex pot facto law was brought in with great precipita- 
© tion, for annulling this dividend, In the bill was inſerted 
©a clauſe, which ſuſpended for about year, the right 
« which, under the public faith, the company enjoyed of 
© making their own dividends. Such was the diſpoſition 
and temper of the houſe, that although the plain face of 
facts, reaſon, arithmetic, all the authority, parts, and elo- 
« quence in the kingdom, were againſt this bill, though all 
© the chancellors of the exchequer, who held that office 
«© from the beginning of this reign, oppoſed it, yet a few 
© placemen of the ſubordinate departments, ſprung out of 
© their ranks, took the lead, and, by an opinion of fome ſort 
, ſecret ſupport, carried the bill with an high hand, leav- 
ing the then ſecretary of ſtate, and the chancellor of the 
© exchequer,' in a very moderate minority. In this diſtract- 
© ed ſituation, the managers of the bill, notwithſtanding 
© their triumph, did not venture to propoſe the payment of 
© the civil lift debt. The chancellor of the exchequer was 
© not in good humour enough, after his late defeat by his 
on troops, to co-operate in ſuch a deſign, S0 they 
made an act to lock up the money in the exchequer, until 
© they ſhould have time to look about them, and ſettle a- 


* mong themſclyes what they were to do with it. 
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Thus ended this unparallelled tranſaction. The au- 


C thor, I believe, will not claim any part of the glory in it; 


© he will leave it whole and entire to the authors of the 
© meaſure. T he money was the voluntary free gift of the 
company; the reſcinding bill was the act of the legiſla- 


ture, to which they and we owe ſubmiſſion: the author 


© has nothing to do with the one or with the other. How- 
© ever, he cannot avoid rubbing himſelf againſt this fabje&, | 
merely for the pleaſure of ſtirring controverſies, and grati- 
fying a certain pruriency of taxation that ſeems to infect 
© his blood. It is merely to indulge himſelf in ſpeculations 
© of taxing, that he chooſes to harangue on this ſubject. 
For he takes credit for no greater ſum than the public 18 
already in poſſeſſion of. He does not hint that the com- 
* pany means, or has ever ſhewn any diſpoſition, if manag- 
ed with common prudence, to pay leſs in future ; and he 
cannot doubt that the preſent miniſtry are as well inclined 
© to Erive them, by their mock enquiries, and real reſcin- 
ding bills, as he can poſſibly be with his taxes. Beſides 


it is obvious, that as great a ſum might have been drawn 


from that company, without affecting property, or ſhaking 
* the conſtitution, or endangering the principles of public 
credit, or running into his golden dreams of cockets on 
the Ganges, or viſions of ſtamp duties on Purvanna's, 
* Duſlicks, Kiſtbundees, and Huſbulhookums. For once, 1 


will diſappoint him in this part of the diſpute, and only, 


in a very few words, recommend to his conſideration, 


© howhe is to get off the dangerous ideas of taxing a public 


fund, if he levies thoſe duties in England; and if he is to 
* levy them in India, what proviſion has he made for a re- 
venue eſtabliſhment there, ſuppoſing that he undertakes 


this new ſcheme of finance independently of the compa * 


ny, and againſt its inclinations?” 


It 
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Tt is icapoſlible for me, Sir, to n your obſervations on 
mock enquiries, \without adverting to fome enquiries now on 
foot. Mr. Goring, in the month of May, is brought to 
affirm what you declared to be fo felf evident in the month 
of February, viz, the political execution of the Rajah 
Nundcomar ; ; for proof of which, you, in the moſt ſolemin 
and ſeridus manner, refer the houſe and the nation back to the 
evidence of Captain Cowe in the firſt Report. To Captain 
Cowe's evidence we go, Sir, by your expreſs defire, and find 
that it is no evidence at all. To tell us now, that Mr. 
Goring, or any other man, can prove what was not true in 
February laſt, though the fact alluded to was of ſeven years 
ſtanding, is at beſt but bringing an Iriſh Bull to cover yout᷑ 
Engliſh Cowe. Believe me, the more you labour that un- 
lucky point, the more you will find yourſelf bewildered. 
In Bengal, Mr. C. W. B. Rons, Mr. Philip Francis, Mr. 
Farrer, the lawyer, Captain Cowe, and a few others, faid 
that it was a political meaſure. The then majority of the 
vi government, went great lengths to endeavour to prove 
it on the ſpot, with no better ſucceſs than you ſeem to have 
had here. A great traveller, one Mackintoſh, has had in- 
ſtructions to affirm the ſame fact, with which your hono- 
Table Committee have ſo long amuſed themſelves, and has 
been told in direct terms, by one Joſeph Price, that he has 
been guilty of uttering nine different falſhoods on that ſub - 
je& only; and I have been credibly informed, that the 
_ fame Pricedeclares, thatMr. Mackintoſhhas' been employed 
by one of the ſame men who employed Mr, Goring, ſo 
yank to his honour, at Bengal, F 


| "EM that may be, the mock enquiries (as you call 
them) did take place in 1752, and furniſhed the pretext for 
the regulating act on India affairs in 1994. The miniſter 
Pobligkly declared, that his intention was to ſupport Go- 

: pyernoy 
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vernos Haſtings in his government. When the private in- 
Aructions given to General Clavering, Colonel Aenſon, 
and Mr. Philip Francis, were, I do not know; but moſt 
certainly their oonduc̃t was very different,” not only to the 
declarations of the miniſtry, but alſo to their own. I hava 
proved this fact in my Firſt Letter; nor ſhall I detain you. 
longer here than juſt to obſerve, that notwithſtanding all 
their profeſſions and all their promiſes, they ſhewed at the 
very firſt meeting of council, a fixed determination to go- 
vern the country, not only without the participation or ad- 
vice of Mr. Haſtings, bat alfo gave countenance to every 
vile informet in the country, to bring in complaint againſt 
him: no matter what it was, or how obtained, the more 
infamous the better. Every day produced ſomething news 
and the Company's records were ſtuffed with charges in 
abundance; but not a ſingle proof has been produced, from 
that hour to this, of any of them. The cauſe, has lately 
been transferred from that country to this; and it is with 
no leſs indignation than contempt, that J obſerve that ſome. 
of the very ſame men have been employed to play over again, 
their parts in the ſecond exhibition of that.moſt infamous 
farce. "ag aq 


Your friend Mr. Francis, Sir, is ſomething more in my 
opinion, that what he ſtiled himſelf, 2be fifth part of a King; 
he is, at leaſt, the third part of a Prophet ; for in the ſpace of 
a month, a very little month, after his arrival at Bengal, the 
Majority tell the Company, in one letter, dated November 
21ſt, 1774, juſt twenty- five days after their firſt meeting in ' 
council, that the ſhort time which has elapſed fince our 
* arrival here, has been ſo totally engroſſed by the firſt forms 

* and multiplicity of inſtant buſineſs, that it has not been 
* poſſible for us poſſeſs ourſelves of ony other particular 
* nn. of the internal ſtate of thoſe provinces, than 
. * that 
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© that which- your Governor Genen has been 8 8 5 to 
* communicate to us.“ 


4 
ai 


However, in nine days after the above declaration, they 


20quire knowledge enough to condemn in the lump, the 
| whole conduct of the preceding adminiſtration, and fortell, 5 
that a ſevere parliamentary inquiſition would one day take * 


place. It has happened as they foretold, and inquiſition is 
no bad term, at tribunals ſo named, evidence of any kind 
is brought forward. Even the whimſies of a Cowe, the 
aſſertions of a Francis, or the depoſitions of a Goring, 
are admitted againſt a man to whom they hold declared en- 
mity. Are ſuch proceedings calculated to convince or to 
impoſe on the underſtandings of the public? The treat- 
ment of Sir Thomas Rumbold is perfect moderation to 
this Vet ſuch conduct is to pave the way for my little 
Curcherry Hero to obtain a ſeat in the Supreme Council at 
Bengal, the Chairman of the Committee to command the 
army, and you, Sir, or ſome other great man, (for Philip 
Francis, I find is thrown out,) to become Governor Gene- 
ral of Bengal. —- But to their letter: be pleaſed to obſerve, 5 
chat it is dated a month after the Majority poſſeſſed them- 
ſelves of the government of Bengal. On the 21ſt of No- 
vember, 1774, they knew nothing but what the Governor 
General told them; on the 3oth of the fame month, in the 
fame year, they knew every thing; as appears from the fol- 
n letter to the Court of Directors. . 
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Lids from General Clavering, Colonel Monſon, and Mr. 


Francis. 


* Fort William, November goth, 1774. 
Re Gonetal Clavering, Colonel Monſon, and Mr. Francis, 
18 7 before the Council the following Addreſs to the 


Court 


BY EY 
« Court of Directors, which they had drawn up in the ſhape 
of a letter, and which they deſire may be upon record as 
< minute from them. | 


IItt touches them with the higheſt concern, to ſee that 

things are reduced to ſo unfortunate a ſituation, that a juſ- 
« tification of their conduct muſt of neceſſity carry with it, 
and can only be ſupported by a ſtrong and deliberate cen- 
* ſure of the preceding adminiſtration. \ They would not 
© have ſacrificed, as they have done, their own happineſs 
and peace of mind, to ſo painful and laborious a diſcuſ- 
« fion, if they had not been thoroughly convinced, that the 
© queſtions agitated in the following addreſs to the Court of 
Directors, affect the very vitals of this ſtate, and that, 
* ſooner or later, they muſt be the ſubject of a ſevere 19 85 
© liamentary ingqui/ition. 


The whole of theſe papers, as they apprehend, muſt, 
in obedience to the Act of Parliament, be tranſmitted by 
© the Court of Directors to one of his Majeſty" $ W 
1 Secretaries of State. 
* 1 Claracing: L 
Geo. Monſon, ' 
P. Francis,” 


The above letter was ſent home to the Court of Direc- 
tors and to the Miniſtry, as a kind of declaration of war 
againſt the Governor General, and the whole of the former 
adminiſtration. In it they declare, that there was no way 
to vindicate themſ-ives (though in the government but a 
month) but by a pointed condemnation ot their predeceſſors 
and colleagues in the government. Volumes of charges 
were collected and ſent home in every ſhip, but not one 


ſingle proof could be found. Seven years afterwards, their 
bold 


(6) 


: — are orice more obtruded on the world in ano- 
nymous pamphlets, lying travels, and in references to re- 
ports for evidence, which, on examination, contain no evi- 
dence, but ſuch as convinces every honeſt man of its abſur- 
dity. The prejudices raiſed againſt the Indians, by the 
Reports of the Secret and Select Committees in 1773, en- 
.couraged General Cl/avering, Colonel Monſon, and Mr. 
* Philip Francis, to commence the attack againſt the Gover- 3 
nor General at Bengal, in 1774: and now the ſuppoſed . 
-crimes of Sir Thomas Rumbold and his brethren. at Ma- 
draſs, furniſh a plea for rallying the ſcattered forces of the 
party to begin the game anew, and they ſet out with the fol · 
lowing paragraphs in the ſecond Report of the Sele& Com- 
mittee, ſaid, Sir, to have been drawn up by yourſelf, as pen - 
man for the Committee, who kindly undertook to prepare 
the information W for the houſe to act on. 


— 


The circumſtance which brings this den dichs to 
the point at preſent under the obſervation of your com- 
© mittee, is this, that the Rajah, thus denied a reſpite, was, 

© at the very time of his apprehenſion, under the proteQion 

« of the council, in the midſt of his evidenee againſt Mr. 

* Haſtings, the Governor General, on a charge of pecula- 
tion and abuſe of his office, in taking money from the 
pM natives. 


© Your committee has received it in evidence, that this 
trial and execution was looked upon by many of the na- 
tives as political; nor does the committee conceive it 
4 poſſible, that, combining all the circumſtances together, 
they ſhould look upon it in the light of a common judi- 
* cial-procecding, but muſt regard it as a politic meaſure, 
the tendency of which is, to make the natives feel the 
extreme hazard of accuſing, or even giving evidence of 
corrupt 


((t ) 
, ee daddiess againſt any Britiſh ſubject in ſtation, 


© even though ſupported by other Britiſh ſubjects of equal 


« rank and authority. It will be rather a mockery than a 
relief to the natives, to ſee channels of. juſtice opened to 
them, at their great charge, both in the inſtitution and 
in the aſe, and theſe appeals, {till more expenſive, care - 
fully provided for them, when, at the fame time, practi- 
ces are countenanced, which render the reſort to thoſe 
« remedies-far-more dangerous, than a patient endurance of 
: e under which they may labour.“ | 


Slew * ck you haye been in your * 
back to your firſt Report, for evidence to ſupport your con- 
cluſions in your ſecond, I have ſhewa ſo plainly in my Se- 
cond Letter to you on that ſubject, that it has induced you 
once more to change your ground. Unwilling to give up 
your favourite idea, that the greateſt villain the world ever 
ſaw was put to death unjuſtly, you have called up Mr. G. 
a man whofe whole tenor of conduct hath branded his 
name with ſueh a degree of infamy, wat no __ of -time 
can * or wail i it out. | 


— - Mo. Charles Goring went out a writer in the Eaſt India 
Company's ſervice to Bengal in 1763. He was, ſoon after 

is arrival; employed at a factory near Coſſimbuzar, to 
provide raw ſilk for the Company. During the time of his 
reſidence in that ſtation, heavy complaints were made of the 
ſufferinigs and hardſhips under which the Company's ſilk- 

winders groaned in ſome part of the kingdom: moſt diſmal 
ſtories were propagated, not only in Calcutta, but alſo in 
. this country, tending to prove, that numbers of the ſilk- 
winders had left Bengal, rather than work longer at 
Rungpoor Beauliauh and Malda, two of the Company's ſilk 
factories. Some of the poor wretches were ſaid to have 
IT; H cut 
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cut off their thumbs, and thereby difabled themſelves from 
being any longer enrolled on the liſt of Company's ſilk- 
windet. This raiſed fo general a deteſtation againſt the 
authors'of ſuch inhuman eruelty, that nobody would have 
intercourſe with the perpetrators: I dont ſay who they 
were; but I know that when Mr. Goring came down to 
Calcutta'in the year 17697, no man of credit or character in 
Cakkutta, would keep company with him. He left the ſets 
tlement, and returned to Europe, with a very capital for ; 
tune, even before his apprenticeſhip as a writer was out. I 
make no doubt but that he can account for the means he 
uſted to obtain fo large a fortune in fo ſhort a time. I have 
nothing to do with that; I am only about ts inform you 
how he came to turn patriot---Qualified you, Sir, no doubt 
Fill admit him to be, I ee eee of his 
2 only But hear . es ) 


4 


bY Goring d to India in the „ne end us SEN 
or beginning of 1774, and ſtrolled about Calcutta like a fo- 
reigner amongſt his own countrymen, for nobody would 
know him---You will gueſs the cauſe without my help--> 
And you know, Sir, that revolutions in government change 
the face of affairs fo completely that, (to uſe a homety pro- 
hoy. every dog has his diy. The plan of operations adopt 

ed by General Clavering, Colonel Monſon, and Mr. Francis, 
ſaited exactly with the talents and principles of Mr. Goring, 
and he was foon employed in an important ſtation of truſt 
and confidence, to which his genius was in a peculiar man- 
ner excellently adapted. Some few difficulties aroſe in the 
tiquette. Few men would hold converſe with this worthy 
man, and yet fewer be ſeen or known to act with him. If 
he was bid to a convivial meal, at the houſe of one of his 
Jonduruble employers, the party was ſmall indeed; for even 
men who, on fimilar principles, wiſhed well to the cauſe, 
5 = would 
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would £0 without a dinner, rather than foul a Plate i in 
company with him. And this general diſguſt to the man, 
produced ſome curious fituations at the great mens houſes, 
inſomuch, chat when they wiſhed to benefit from his intelli- 
gence, or enjoy his company, it was in the Tete- a · tete way; 
for the leaſt creditable of their other friends, thought them- 

ſelves diſgraced by being in his company. 


When his diſpatches were ready, to the Nabob's palace, 
at the city, he went, armed with powers ſuch as no honeſt 
principle of action could juſtify the giving. But the Maja- 
Fity had committed themſelves too deeply to retreat. A 

man more proper for the execution of ſuch diabolical orders, 
was not to be found in the Company's ſervice. Even Jams 
Grant, one of the commiſſioners employed to examine ſuch 
papers as Mr. Goring might ſeize by violence, had yet fo 
much ſenſe of feeling left, as to refuſe to be joined in the 
commiſſion with him: and that univerſal reluctance which 
all men ſhewed to act in any manner or ſhape with fuch a 
man, induced the neceſſity of a double commiſſion, one to 
ſelze the Papers, and another to examine them. 

\ 


\ Joſt; at the time when the commiſſion was given to Co- 
ring, a diſcovery was made in Calcutta, that under the di- 
rection of the Son- in- Law to Raab Nundcomar, aconſpiracy 
was formed againſt two or three of the members of the for- 
mer adminiftration, which was afterwards proved againſt 
him and aſſociates in open court.---Yet at this trial, the 
whole majority-of the civil government appeared to claim 
the priviledge of an ambaſſador for one of the culprits. An 
ambaſſador from the Nabob Mah Barick ul Dewlah, at Coſ- 
ſimbuzar, to the repreſentatives of the Faſt India Company 
in Calcutta---yet at the very fame inſtant of time, thoſe 
very reprefentatiyes (che Majority) had given to Mr. Gering 


H 2 6 a commiſſion 
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23 commiſſion to enter the Reer apartments of that very 
Nabeb, not with a general warrant, but with a military 
force, and ſeize on all the ſtate papers of this Sovereign, 
whom the Majority were endeavouring to prove, in the 
King's court of judicature at Calcutta, to be an Independent 
Prince With what ſtrength of argument, honeſt princi- 
ple of action, or conſiſtency of conduct, I ſhall leave Jo 
Sir, to determine, 


Mr. Goring proceeded to execute his orders with a vior 
lence and inhumanity, which confirmed every man in Ben- 
gal, i in their opinion of his true ſtamp of character. All the 
Nabob's papers were ſeized : his Mother, the Regent of the 
Kingdom, during the minority of this great and independent 
Prince, was treated with a degree of ſeverity, which only 
ſuch a man as the Commiſſioner could be capable of execu- 
ting. There are certain lines of rectitude which are never 
croſſed by man or woman, whilſt even the appearance of 
honour or virtue is left them ; that line once paſſed, no 
wild beaſt of the foreſt can equal man or woman in their 
barbarous treatment of one another. Religion, laws, and 
cuſtoms, no longer bind the violator, whether Jew, Chriſ- 
tian, Turk, or Infidel, by profeſſion : the ſavage man ap- 
pears in all his develiſh and corrupt deformity. No intrea- 
ties, no prayers, No regard to rank, to age, to ſex, had any 
Influence on the mind of our well choſen agent. The Na- 
bob's Mother, though Regent of the Kingdom by the Eaſt 
India Company's own appointment, was driven out of her 
own palace, no place ſo facred but what was ranſacked, and 
every indulgence refuſed her, except ſhe would perjure her- 
ſelf, in giving falſe charges againſt the Governor General of 


Bengal 


Mr. Goring's orders gxtended not to the bringing the pa- 
pers he might ſeize away, but to ſubmit them to the infpec+ 


ton 
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"tion of Meſſrs, Anderſon, Maxwell, and Grant, who had 
orders to examine them for matters of crimination againſt 
the Governor General, or any of the members of the for- 
mer admiſtration. The reſult of their enquiries you ſhall 
ſee preſently.—l ſhall firſt diſpatch this new evidence of tho 
Committee. 


Before Mr. Goring returned to Calcutta, Col. Monſon 
(who had become very much aſhamed of ſome violences 
which the ſpirit of party had hurried them into) had been 
let into the real character of their Coſſimbuzar Commiſſion- 
er, and in conſequence received him very cooly. In ſhort, 
he diſcouraged him ſo very much, that he never dared to 
produce the papers which he had, contrary to orders, 
brought away with him from the Begum's houſe; and this, 
Sir, you may depend on it, was the real reaſon of his having 
ſecreted them. The Select Committee having outrun 
themſelves a little, (by whoſe fault you beſt know,) and 
more evidence being wanting to keep up the cry againſt the 
Governor General, until certain political arrangements 
ſhould take place, induced your friend, the Bengal Cutch- 
erry Hero, to ſend for Mr. Goring, and he produced the 
honeſlly procured papers. The means he uſed to come at 
them, and the purpoſe to which he intended to apply them, 
made his friends the Majority, ſo much aſhamed of him, 
that he was avoided at Bengal like a peſt. Whenever he 
came into any houſe at Calcutta, every ſtranger, man and 
woman, inftantly got up and left the company ; and this 

became ſo general a cuſtom, that he found it neceſſary to 

feign ſickneſs, and go to Madraſs, from whence he, and two 
more of the gang, proeeeded to Europe. Such, Sir, is a 
conciſe account of the hiſtory and character of the man, to 
whom you have applicd to ſupport the limping evidence of 
Captain Cowe, 


I am, 
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1 am, Sir, ſo very fond of good painting, and true patri- | 
otiſm, that I propoſe to publiſh my three letters to you by 
ſubſcription, to raiſe a ſum to give to Sir Jofhua Reynolds, ä 
to draw me an oval table, and fill it with the portraits of 
ſome great admirers of Governor General Haſtings. Now, 
Sir, as you are beyond all compariſon the firſt in dignity, 
and in patriotic character, I would atk the favour of you to 
ſet at one end of the table; nor wilt Gen. Richard Smith 
take it ill, that I ſhould place him at the other. T ſhould 
leave you to determine amongſt yourſelves, which ſhould be 
called the head, or chairman's end. On your righthand I 
would place Mr. Goring, as the firſt and beſt evidence ; and 
as Mr. Mackinte/h, the Author of Travels in Europe, Aſia, 
and Africa, is your next beſt hand, and ſuits the other in 
looks and complexion, I would place him oppoſite to Mr. 
Gering: Mr. C. V. B. Rous next to Goring on the right, 
and he ſhould be confronted with Mr. Farrer. the lawyer, 
on the left; two better center figures could not eaſily be 
found for ſuch a group ; Sir Joſhua would help a little the 
complexion of the laſt : then comes Maſter Philip Francis; 
the complexional tint of this laſt gentleman's viſage, will 
agree very well with the honouable and worthy General's. 
There are various orders of knights and eſquires, ſuch as 
thoſe of Malta, the round table, knights of the poſt, &c. 
fo likewiſe we hear of the ſeven wonders of the world, ſeven 
wife men of Greece, ſeven plagues of Egypt, &c. but to me 
it has been left to furniſh out an oval table, at which to ac- 
commodate ſeven illuſtrious Patriots, who can, with the 
moſt frivolous, ridiculous, and fallacious ſtories, entertein a 
whole nation for a year and a half together, | 


much doubt whether there is to be met with, an origi- 
nal manuſcript Bengal Durbar account, written in the true 


Schanſcrit 
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Schanſcrit character, in any 066 of bur famous librabries, or 
other depoſitories of learning. This of Goring's, if accep- 
ted as genuine by a Committee of the Houſe of Cotamont, 
muſt, on that account Mone, have become very valuable, 
and ought, in honour to the man, (who, aſſiſted by a mili· 
tary force, ſtole it out of the palace of the Nabob of Bengal, 
from amongſt the archives of the illuſtrious family of Jaffier 
Ally Camn; which Prince can be proved to have deſcended 
from Adam,} to be depoſited in the Bodlelan Library at 
Oxford. I have already left by my will, the original pic- 
ture of the ſeven patriots to the ſame univerſity. During my 
exiftence, it ſhall be hung up in the cheeſermonger's commit 
tee chamber at — : 
a hot ab bor | c | 
As to common Akatie accounts, there are ſome very 
good originals which have been preſented te the public. 
I ſhall, however, trouble you, Sir, with one more. Tt was 
ſent to me by a gentleman who refided at the city, (that is, 
Coſſimbuzar, or Moorſhadabad, the ſeat of the Nabob, at 
the time the three commiſſioners, Maxwell, Ander ſon, and 
Grant, went up to examine ſuch papers as Commiſſioner 
Goring might lay violent hands on when he diſpoſſeſſed the 
Regent Mother of her houſe and property, by an order from 
the Majority. It came to me juſt in the form I now give it 
to you. But I cannot ſay that I value myſelf much on being 
poſſeſſed of the original, becauſe in the records of former 
Committees of the Houſe of Commons, are to be met 
with ſome ſtill more original, and better authenticated. 
The following, Sir, I have extracted from the eighith Report 
of the Secret Committee ot the Houſe of Commons, ſitting 
at Weſtminſter in 1773, Pages 139 140, and 141. 


Faſt — 
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Fort William, November 14th, 1769, 


38 34 6 At a Conſultation; PRESENT, 
John Carter, Eſq. Pre/ident, Thomas Rumbold, 
Brigadier General Smith, Charles Floyer, 

Claud Ruſſel, _- Francis Hare, Efquires, 


(The Governor indiſpoſed. ) 


General Smith delivers in an account of his expences ſince 
he has had the command of the army. 


\ 


| Onpexep, that they be entered after the conſultation, 
and that the military Paymaſter General pay the balance. 


ST. AT. EMENT of CASH received and due, from the 


. 


honourable Company. 
To . diſburſe- 1767. . 
ments, as per | Dec. By caſh re- 
bills of, de- ceived ſrom 
livered to the the Paymaſ- 
Board. Sont ter of the ad | 
Rupees - 3, 1,805 % brigade - ,- $5,500 0 0 
Batta, at 11 per 1768. cond 


gent. -» 34223 10 6 an. Ditto ditto $5,500 00 

| | Sept. Ditto ditto 47,700 © © 
1769. 

July. Ditto ditto 70,000 o o 

Oct. Ditto ditto $51,300 © © 


—_—_— 


3,10,000 o © 
Balance 36,104 10 6 


— 


Current Rs 3.467104 10 0 6 Current * 3,46, 104 10 6 


E. E. 


Fort William, November the gth, 1969. 
| (Signed) AICHARD SMITH. 
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The Honourable ene th W 


7 1766. ; 4 
October. N azir to the King - — i | U 
1767. | 


April. To Alta Rajah Bulwand Sing. 
An elephant + = 3000 


5 and drefs 1 Tee 


May. 5 Nazirs to the King for myfelf, . 10 
and ſuite. = — 1,280 

The Nabob Vizier Sujah ul 

Dowlah, at Allahabad. 

Fi ive horſes 300 

An elephant * 3000 

Nine trays of kincobs, gold | 

dclath, fhauls, ce. 23, 400 


A culzy and ſerpeach - - 2,500 

| — 10, 909 

June. The Shah Zadah, or King's 
Son, on his paying mea viſit. 

Nazirs as 336 

Five horſs 2, 800 

Nine trays of kincobs, gold 
cloth, &kce. 2,400 


A culzy and lerpeach, - - — 1,800 


Preſents to his Majefty Shah * 


Allum, on his honouring 

me with a viſit. | 
Nazirs - — _- 1,616 
A rich muſical clock — 1,944 
Seven horſes - 3, 900 
An elephant 3, o00 
Eleven trays of kincobs gold 

andſilver cloths, ſhauls, &c. 2,945 
. A culzy and ferpeach = - 2, 7co 


£Y I 


4 


. 


Joly. « { Nazir to the King at, Marker a 


ronation feaſt — 816 
des Dirto on the birth of a Prins 7 31,20 


1768. A 
January. Preſents to the Nabob Viaier,., 
on my viſiting hic at Fy)- ; 


| zabad. rh Ys ee 
—— An elephant . 2 3.009 | 
Five horſes 3,5 


J © Embroidered ſumpter 0 
gilt bridles, ſaddles, and 


| Furniture =: .- = 2,000 


A rich mufical chck - = 14944 
| Nine trays of kincobs, gold 
[ and ſilver cloths, - ſhauls, * 
j 3 ED -.-- and fine mvuſlins > . = 2,600 
j A culzy and ſerpeaen - 24400 
er Sd | oy I 52244 
Preſents to the Vizier's Son, WT 
Nabob Mizza Amanny. 
Five trays of kincobs, geld 


-- cloths, ſhauls, &cc. 1,370 
Fuzees, piſtols, globes, velvets, 


mag,” K = 2,000" 
e eee 370 
Preſents to the Nabob Munir- : 


vul Dowlah. 
Five trays of kincobs, &c. 1,145 


| A culzy and ſerpeach  - - 1,000 

1 ' Preſents to Rajah Sital Roy. — 

i Five trays kincobs, ſhauls ,&c, 1,2 56 

i A culzy and TI .- | = 1,000 

|; ; 1 2,256 

: Dito to Alba Ag Bul- 

il 3 Sing. A 

as and ſerpeach. - - 970 
January, 


627 

| January? Free * Nabob Nudiff 
Cawn, and Aſha 'Rajah | 

Agi Sing, the ſpns of Mu- 3 
nire ul Dowlah and Sita- TG. 


broy, and to the ſon of Na- FR 
bob Afez Rhemut, one f 
the Rohilla Chiefs =. n 


December, , Nazirs to "the King for Ms 


and ſuite = 2 * $16 
OE d.t n to the Shah Zaddh, on 
his paying me a viſit, 8 11 o q 7 
155 Nair r e ime) nc | 
Five trays kincobs, ſhauls, Nc 1, 600 


Three herſes 0 = 250712500 
©: Fire-agma,! \piſtures, RS. 4744 


> 2241 4.259 
Preſenta to Nabob Mogul Al-.* 
lee, brother to Nizam Al- 
lee, Soubah af the Decan. 
Fvetrayskincobs, ſhauls, &. 350 
— —cro 300 
3 — 1,652 
_ Nazirs to the King, on the | 
„ — Ede — WW 
WR, Preſents, to the N abob Vie : 1 
| Schah ul Dowlah. 
Nine trays of kincobs, ſhauls, 
and gold cloths - = 2, boo 
A. oulzy, and ferpeach _ - 2,000 
| An elephant re -. 3,000 | 
— 7.600 
ide Nabab Mu- —— i 
n ae t re ul Dowlah. 7 
4 — Two large Juſtres = = $00 | 
Fourpiccesofembroidered Bk 1,30 ; 
"WAGONS Eb * One y 


* EA 
; : 5 Lead, S.. 
n — eee 


— 
"__ 


SF, 


es 8 1 2 


1 
Nazirs.to the King on the feaſt 
of Naroſe - 
Preſents to Alla R a0. 
248 Sing. x 9 23 | 
W A horſe Wa eg „ 
Nei 450 


5 


98 47 
iin 


C*3 4 — 


TED 


Piures and prints = reds 400 


June. PE e Ahmet 
de Can, Biſwach Chick of 
_ 0) 1 the Patna triibe. 
FR 1 


cl n 1996 


Preſents to the ſons. of Munir- 
vul Dowlahand Sittabroy &c. 
Of cloth, ſhauls, &. i 850 
Preſents to Alah Rajah Bul- 
0 . 
A ſtate Rlanguin is EMT, 
A ſtate hoydah for my clephant | 
Durbar charges, including preſents to va- 
keels, to the King's houſehold ſervants, 
to the ſervants of the Vizier, and other 
Omrahs, and the expences of my decan, 
at 600 Rs. per month, 36 months, from 
the 1ſt of September, 1766, to the iſt 
| of September, n 


* . 


— 90 


One piece Europe filyer tiſſue 758 


2 f obs of ile "3 


+. 'Fuzees, piſtols, aridteleſcopes' 610 
— — — 


1,585 


"= 
4,000 


3.950 


21. beo 


. Sont den d 
8 


1,24;6c6 


Se: 240 J 1 


Sept. inth, - 276 


(Signed) RICHARD SMITH. 


— 


The 
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70 The Honourable Company | "eva 
T 0 my table expences during my 3 of ne 

army, and as commander in chief, from the 1K! -.. 
ol Auguſt, 1766, to the iſt of Auguſt, £3 oi Fr 15 15 

a medium, amounting a = ds 
month, for 36 montks ont Nr « 7909 ? 
Calcutta, abs £4, e. E. 6. 


25 dum, 1769, (Signed): RIGHARD SMITH? 
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I hope that General Richard Smith will excuſe my 1 intro- 
ducing the above paper juſt at this particular junctüre. 
Nay, I expect that he will thank me for it. To a man 
: who has taken ſuch uncommon pains to ſerve the publick, 
much is due: and to ſhew my high regard to the virtues 
and abilities of ſo famous a patriot, I have in hand a hiſtory 
of the General's: life, which I-propoſe to compare with that 
of Mr. Haſtings; the balance of merit; and difintereſtetl 
ſervices, will no doubt be great in favour of the former, and 

convince the Eaſt India Company how neceſſary it ĩs fer 
them to recall the latter, to make room for the General. 
Indeed, I know but one man in the kingdom, who deſerves 
the government of Bengal better than the General, and that 
is the Right Honourable Edmund Burke, Efq.—Burt he is 
better employed. As for Mr. Pbiliß Francis, I would ad- 
viſe him to accept of the ſtation of ſecond in the Council 
General. He muſt by this time be convinced, chat it was 
a very fooliſh and petulant act, if not a kind of deſertion ef 
che cauſe, his giving up the chaſe in the manner he did. 
Mr. C. V. B. Rous will make an excellentthird member of 
- the Council: Charley Goring, Eſq! an unexceptionable 
fourth; and my parboiled friend, Satuney Monſieur Coufin 
*'Mackinto/h, the fifth. Thus have I diſpoſed of my whole 
' group. of worthies, and that in fuch a manner, as muſt 
© tisfy all parties, except one *— old grumbling fellow, 


? 


that 


(PP) 
that theyt Captain Price; thing will ſantiefy that avari- 
cious wretah/; though tw has'boen thirty years plundering 
the poor Ihdians, and is m w. it ig well known; very near 
as rich as Mat A fatid Orc, Governor Haſtings, he yet 
| wants togo back hin, to have che other pluck at them: how- 
ever, dus hade him fut; and my patriots will not ſoon for- 
det his Remarks and Obſervations on their honourable bro- 
n Mackinteſh 8 Travels In Europe, Af, 


and ANA,” 


* * . * - * # . * = y LY 
* 14 


* . ty fellow 8 my 
temper: to him, Sir, you owe the above digreffion, ſo 
much out of place; but believe me, Sir, chat I have heard 
him ſay, that the man Q drei up the ſecond Report ofa = 
certain Committee, anil afterwards ſent for that honeſt wit- 
mes Mr. Goring, in orden to {ſupport the inſinuations con- 
'ined in it, was a ——. Upon 'my- foul, Sit, I am 
afraid to mention what he faid, on the conduct of the 
modern Demoſthenes, in that whole affair. When you 
dome to ſat at Sir Joſhus's, for the capital figure in my 
Froupb ef patriots, I rn 3 1 
| r 
vi a to . 014 UA en 
e Colonel Monſon and Mr. os 's 
were fp elated with the hopes of what Goring would find in 
the Nabob's palace, to fix-criminality on, and deſtroy the 
chargeter of Mr. Haſtings, that they continued to write the 
moſt infamous ſtories home to the Company, and to che 
Miniſtry, deſiring them to have patience and they would 
furniſh them with the moſt damning proofs of his avarice 
and peculation. In the interim, to keep up their ſpirits, 
the following aſſertions were tranſmitted, to prepare their 
minds to receive any the moſt diabolical accounts, which 
uch a man as Mr. Goring cbuld collect. In three differerit 
months preceding the laſt diſpatch in April 1775, the fol- 
lowing extracts were ſent home. 


4 # : : ? , » * — 1445 


Firſh 


ay 


tp) 
mr ovate Firſt Extra. 


A „The ſhonnefs of the period which. hes 83 wa 


; * took upon us. the government of your affairs, has not left 


room for many, external occurrences,: you will, however, 
C find that our conſultations have not been unfrequent, and 


D that the reſolutions. i in them, we are ſorry to ſaꝝ it. have 
x) not been formed in that harmony, which was equally the 


ohject of your inſtructions and our wiſhes, could it have 


been maintained conſiſtent with the duty we owe to you, 
l and our own characters, in aſſerting the opinions which 
* our judgement dictated.” 


2 & Second Extract. 


A © The 8 of Directors are already raffciently 3 in- 
. formed, at what time, and from what cauſes, we found 
* ourſelves obliged to relinquiſh our earlieſt opinions in Mr. 
« Haſtings's favour, and to. adopt others diamatrically op- 


poſite to them. _ We: now beg leave to go a little farther 


4 


$ C Truth, however, will, we doubt not, ere long,. find i its 


than we have yet done, in the 3 of our * 


ments on this MES 


Third . 


1 way to the public view; and if we have any apprehens 
* fion for the conſequence of our enquiries, it is not of bo- 
ing unable to prove even more than we have advanced or 


« ſuggeſted, but leaſt the general ſtate of this country, ſhould 
6 appear to be ſuch, as may alarm the Company and the 


Nation, for the eee inſtantruin of Bengal, &c. 


\ 


Faumch Extract. 


5 % Nundcomar finding himſelf deceived, or 1 
* by the Governor General, ſoon made uſe of the means 


8 which his intimacy with the Governor had gut into his 
6 power 


3 
| 
: 
= 
, 
| * 


(3) 
© power to gratify his reſentment. | Whatever might have 


deen his motives; his diſcoveries have thrown a clear | 


3 light upon the honourable Governor General's conduct, 

and the means he had taken of making the very large for- 
tune he is ſaid to poſſeſs, of upwards of forty lacks of ru- 
© pres, which he muſt have amaſſed in about two years and 


a half,” 81 | 


| J. Clavering, 
en ; © Geo. Monſon, 
0 c P. Fr rancis,* 


The Governor General, with his uſual temper, ſupport- 
ed, as it was, by conſciouſneſs of ee obferved on 
home's in the pps. manner. 


N 


Firſt. 
© Foiled in all their repeated attacks upon me, my adver- 
© fartes have recourſe to the charge of rapacity, a charge of 


Lall others the moſt for eign from my nature. I do not aſ- 


* fert this on the empty credit of ſelf preſumption : neither 
my general character, cireumſtances, nor conduct in life, 
* before my appointment to this government, are unknown 


to many of your honourable Court; and a flight review 


© of my meaſures ſince that period, will manifeſt how little 
they have been guided by an attentiog to my private 
* 

* When the Ranny of Burdwan renewed her intrigues, 
on my acceſſion to the government in 1772, ſhe ſolicited 
my intereſt with proffers of many lacks, Prompted 

* equally by ambition, hatred to Bridjoo Kiſhore Roy, and 
a "OO ER ſhe was prepared to 
| ' haye 
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« have agreed to any conditions that would enſure her a vie- 
* tory over her enemy: but it will appear, from the early 
C date of the conſultations on this ſubject, that her ſolicita- 
tion ſerved only to incite me to an inſtant concluſion of 
-* the diſpute, by a full and effectual confirmation of the . 
6 decree which had been raid en it in the e * 
6 miniſtration.” | 


| Third. 

* «It will not 3 your obſervation, that Wes FREY 
ing the violence with which I have been perſecuted, I am 
not even charged with a fingle inſtance of oppreſſion, ex- 
-* cept in the grant of the Purgannah of Baharbund; which 
I have already explained: there cannot, I think, be 2 
ſtronger proof that my conduct in this reſpect, has Do 
: wholly unexceptionable,” | | 


1 F 1 
4 what lengths the violence of my adverſaries, which 
0 has been progreſſively improvening to this time, will be 
$ carried; when the laſt diſpatches of this ſeaſon will have 


$ left no Means of tartar Appeals, I can only conjecture. 
ETON. Wan W 


> 's 


x2 


Such, Sir, was ths Genen General's opinion of what 
the Majority trad done, and were about to do, even before 
Mr. Goring ſet out for the city with full powers to ſeize on 
papers by violence, or force evidence, by brutal and oppreſ- 
five uſage to the Nabob and his Mother, the Queen Dowa- 
ger and Regent of the Kingdom. Pray, my dear and Right 
Honourable Sir, look in Mr. Goring's face, and tell me, 
would you entruſt a man with ſuch a ſuſpicious and lower- 
ing brow, with ſuch powers, to enter the palace of an inno- 
cent t Prince and helpleſs Princeſs ? If you would not, why 

E K have 


(34) 

- have you accepted the evidence of ſuch a'man, or any papers 
" he can produce, ſuppoſing that he tells truth, when he owns 
that he ſtole them out of the Nabob's palace, but ſecreted 
them from the Majority of government (who expreſsly em» 
ployed him for the purpoſe of ſeizing of them) becauſe it 
would have expoſed him to the odium of the whole ſettle- 
ment ? Believe me, Sir, he judged right ; the whole of the 
inhabitants of Bengal, held the character of the man in ſuch 
utter abhorrence, and his conduct in ſuch deteſtation, that 
-- he had nothing left for it, but to ſecrete whatever he had 
purloĩned in the palace of the Nabob, and houſe of his Mo- 
ther, the Princeſs Regent, and ſteal with it out of the coun- 
try in the beſt manner he could. Nor muſt you, Sir, take 
it ill, whilſt you continue to countenance ſuch characters, 
to find your name linked with theirs. 


Some papers he did refer to the n. and they 
made their report in due form. Perhaps, Sir, you are now 
raiſed ſo high, as to contemn the paltry politicks ef an Eaſt 
India Proprictor, and will not, though I was to aſk it of 
you, go and examine their records at the India Houſe, for 
the reſult. But notwithſtanding that you may have caught 
the large /potted fi/þ you wanted, General Smith hath not 
| Yet been ſo lucky. Send him to examine the contents. 
But for fear that neither of you ſhould go, I will (to oblige 
ſome very worthy and diſintereſted men, who have drawn 
ſome information from my former letters to you, and will 

read this with confidence) give you the account which was 
tranſmitted from Moorſhadabad to me, of the proceedings 
of that Committee, the youngeſt member of which is: in- 
tended for the firſt vacancy which ſhall happen at my board 
of patriots. It was ſent me from the city, and is as fol- 


* 1 
. ” 


Among 
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> „Among the numerous attempts of the Majority to rob 
© the Govetnor General of his good name, the following is 
t remarkable one. A charge was brought by one Nonut 
Roy, and Mr. James Grant, againſt the Begum Regent, of 
© an embezzlement of a ſum, amounting to Rs. 9, 67, 693. 
© x5..62, and of a further ſum unaccounted for, of 
© Rs.2,09, 53.1 5, which the Majority were in hopes might - , 
© be made to fall obliquely on the Governor General. In 
© their hopes they eagerly catched at this information of 


© Nonut Roy and Mr. Grant. The former was a worthleſs - 


© writer of the Nabob's houſhold, and the latter an aſſiſtant 
to the Moorſhadabad Council. Without attending either 
* to the infamy of Nonut Roy's character, or the unlikeli- 
© hood of Mr. Grant's obtaining ſuch information as could 
© be relied on, and without enquiring into the probability of - 
any one circumſtance that could juſtify them in deeming 
the charge worthy of their belief, they admitted it with 

* pleaſure on their records, and immediately came to the 
© reſolution, of appointing Mr. Charles Goring to ſeize on 


g all the Nabob's houſhold papers and accounts from the 
© year of 1764; of diſmiſſing the Begum Regent; of raiſing 


© Rajah Goordaſs, the ſon of N undcomar, to the dignity of 
Guardian to the Nabob; and of appointing a commiſſion 
of Meſſrs. Maxwell, Anderſon, and Grant, to receive and 
examine the papers which ſhould be delivered to them hy 


Mr. Goring; and to aſſiſt them therein, they had an eſta- 


© bliſhment of writers formed, the principal of which was 
Nonut Roy, one of the informants,” ' 


When men ſet themſelves up for reformers, or boaſt of 


integrity and honour, they ſhould take particular care that 


© their actions correſpond to their profeſſions, or the world 

vill give but little credit to their declarations. When op- 

. * and injuſtice are loudly exclaimed againſt hy men 
K 3 who 


SE 


(6360 
© rho profeſs. themſelves patterns of moderation and ho- 


© nefty, we muſt either ſee theſe virtues 8888 * _ 
or disbelieve their aſſertions. 


| « | The gentlemen of the Majority, Chand Clavering, Mr. 
© Monſon, and Mr. Francis, have produced many elaborate 
performances on theſe topics: it is, therefore, but fair to 
© compare their conduct with their avowed principles of 
action, that the world may judge of their pretenſions to 
« candour and honeſty. If it ſhall be found, that, neither 
© biaſed by prejudice, nor influenced by party, they have 
_ © fought only the public good; that, guided by juſtice, they 
have avoided all partiality ; that, when compelled to act in 
* the ſacred character of judges, they have been directed by 
© equity, nor dared to incline the balance they have been ap- 
pointed to hold, ---we may then join in the praiſes they 
have beſtowed on themſelves; and their employers, and 
*:the nation, will applaud their uprightneſs. But if, on the 
other hand, it ſhall be found, that perſonal pique, or pri- 
vate reſentment, hath had a place in their councils; that 
ſwayed by intereſt or envy, they have courted informers, - 
and encouraged calumny ; that, regardleſs of juſtice, they 
have committed oppreſſion ; that power. hath been exerted 
where equity only ſhould have ruled; that to accuſe was 
© to pleaſe, and to inform was to obtain reward from them, = 
© the world will then judge of the regard that ſhould be paid 
to their repreſentations, and of the conformity of their 
© words to their actions. But to return to the fact that 
led me into this digreſſion.—— 


- «On the ns information of Mr. Grant, . * 
| wi this worthleſs writer, Nonut Roy, did the gentlemen of 
che Majority inſtantly diſmiſs the Begum Regent of the 
Þigh office ſhe beld * of the Court of 

Pirectors 


463891 . 


Directors approbation---And by this a& they converted 
charge into a crime. They had not even the plea of pre- 
* ſumption, for the facility with which they admitted the 
« accuſation; for it was hot at all likely, that either a writer 
« of the Nabob's houſhold, or an aſſiſtant to the Moorſha- 
dabad Council, ſhould come at any probable preofs of the 
* Begum's miſconduct. And ſo precipitate a reſolution, can 
only be -accounted for by a report Which prevailed, that 
their arch informer, Nundcomar, had told them, the Go- 
vernori General had received ſeven lacks of rupees; ben he- 
appointed the Begum Regent. It is certain they had long 
© been labouring to find out ſome plea for an enquiry into 
the Durbar affairs. It is aſſe an undoubtecb fan that 
Nundcomar had: encouraged the Nabob to write to the 
Governor and Council, to remove his er Af e 
and even dictated the terms of the letter to him. It is-alſo> 
© an undoubted fact, that Mr. Charles Goring, the worthy: 
inſtrument made uſe of by the Majority, to ſeize. on the: 
* Nabob's houſhold papers, did endeayour, hen lie found: 
* there was nothing to impeach the Governdr General's ho- 
© nour and integrity, to prevail on the Begum, both by pro · 
C imifes and threats, to affix herſeal toa paper, which he him- 
« ſelf had prepared, ſpecifying that two lacks of rupees. had, 
0 been given to the Gdyernor General. This ſaid- Mr. Gor- 
ing, who was choſen to execute the commands of the Majo- 
* rity, had but an equivocal character at beſt, except in theſe, 
| ©points, that he was entirely devoted to their inclinations, 
and would ſtoop to the meaneſt offices for the ſake of mo- 
* ney, Yet to this confidential gentleman-an extraordinary, 
© latitude of power was granted, from a reliance, no doubt, 
that he would only % it properly. He was directed to 
_ * diſmiſs the Begum; and for fear of the reſiſtance of a help - 
* leſs woman, orders were given that he ſhould be aſſiſted 


with ſuch a military 2 as he tag requiie. He was 
aalſe 


| 
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«alſo permitted to remove the Begum, if neceſſary, from her 
t houſe and family, to another place in the city, at adiſtance 
* from her own palace. He was alſo permitted to ſeize and 
© confine any perſon of the houſhold who might require fuch 
* treatment. Accordingly, one of Mr. Goring's firſt acts 
© was to ſurround the palace with guards, and to ſeize and 
© confine the Begum's head Eunuch, her principal ſervant 
© and chief adviſer. Thus in a few days was the Begum 
© Regent of Bengal, precipitated from the higheſt of power to 
* the abyſs of wretchedneſs ; diſgrace and diſmiſſion were 
© in aniinftant caſt upon her, Her own fears were increaſed 
© by thoſe of the women that attended her, who felt the ut- 
© moſt horror from ſuch a violation of tho oriental manners 
and cuſtoms, and from ſeeing the palace of their Princeſs, 
' © which uſed to be an aſylum of peace and ſecurity, con 
© verted into a priſon ſurrounded with guards, But when 
© the Begum was informed of the further power of Mr. Go- 
© ring to remove her from her apartments, deſpair overcame 
© her fear, and ſhe reſolutely declared, that if ſuch a diſho» 
© nour was really intended, ſhe would not ſurvive the ſhame 
* of it; and that both herſelf and her women had courage 
enough to prefer death to ignominy ; and that ſhe would 
© facrifice herſelf and them on the tomb of her deceaſed huſ- 
© band Jaffier Ally Cawn. Under theſe terrors and appre- 
© henfions, involved in ſorrow and diſgrace, without afriend 
© or an adviſer to apply to, was the unhappy Begum daily 
* ſolicited by Mr. Goring for informations; and in one of 
* thoſe viſits it was, that Mr. Goring preſented the paper 
for her to affix her ſeal, ſpecifying that ſhe had given two 
-* Jacks of rupees to the Governor General.“ How clear 
1 N muſt 
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* When Mr. Goring found that his threats werg vain, he intreated 
the Begum to ſign the paper. He begged her, for God's ſake, to ſign 
ite 


ane is impoſſible abſolutely to prove that Nundcomar did 
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« muſt his conduct have been, when, under ſuch eircom- 
r ſtances, nothing could be found touccuſe him of ! and how 


innocent of any thing like a crime, when in this ſittation, 
the Begum could reply, (which ſhe actually did,) * f 
nus aceuſe the Governor falſely, tell me how to make the 


* Jie appear at all like truth, and let me not be detected i in the 
* Very Manner of toling it. 


inform the gentlemen of the Majority, the Governor Ge- 
* neral had received ſeven lacks of rupees from the Begum, 
and that this was the motive of their conduct on the pre- 


ſent occaſion. But let the facts which have been related, 
of their extraordinary reſolutions, of the uncommon pow- 


* ers granted to Mr. Goring, of the uſe he made of them, 
and of the ſeverity exerciſed on the Begum, be combined, 
* and compared with the nature of the report, and I think 
* the world in general will not heſitate to declare, that they 
form an internal eonviction of its truth, as firong as a le- 
e R court of juſtice. 


he next remarkable circumſtance in the oonduct of 
© the Majority, is their appointing Nonut Roy, one of me 


it. He told her the gentlemen of the Majority would do any thing fot 
her: they would reſtore her to her former honours and dignity, and. 


Heap continual favours upon her, When all this would not avail, he 


emphatically told her, that his reputation was at ſtake; that he ſhould 
de brought to Aame and diſzrace, and could not return, if ſhe would 
not accuſe the Goyernor General. Mr. Goring's idea of reputation, 
and the Majority's judgement in the choice of an agent, are here pretty 
plainly ſhewn. The purpeſe of his appointment is alfo pretty plainly 
hinted at in the laſt argument he uſes : for it is evident he was ſenfibls 
of no ſhame, bur that of TOY cheir ** and probably cheir 


22 
a ' informers, 


tes 


FR the head yriter for ĩnſpet̃ting the Perſian ne- 
count which Mr. Gajjng wes & ſeize, and My. Gran 
= the other informer, tc bea member of the commiſſion | 
2x T that Mas 0 digeſt their azcounts, and tender hem into 
Engliſh, Let the warld judge of the equity; and. Juſtice of | 
* ſpffering two men to have any concern. in the examination 
of a charge w which they themſelves had brought forth. .. 


- 


Ihe laſt, and not leaſt remarkable, patt of the refolation 
r = the. Majority on this occaſion, was tlie honor they con- 
1 ferxed on Rajah Goordaſs, the ſon of Rajah Nundeomar, 
N in appointing him to the office of Guardian zo the Nabob, | 
L in the room of his Mother the Begum. He was 2 mn . 
* of very mean abilities, and thexefore not very capable of A 
« 3nflracling his Excellency, bad he been inclined to liſten 
to him. But what was an infuperable bar to the Rajab''s 
« exerciſing the duties of his office, or the Nabob's $ profiting | 
© by: them, was his religion. He is a Bramin, Now no- 
thing in nature e be more oppoſite 1 in manners, Princi- 
« ples, and tenets, than a Muffulman and a Gentoo. A 
a Mahometan would as ſoon think of ſending his ſon into 
* a liogſtye, as putting him under the tuition of a Bramin. 
The Fropriety of this appointment can therefore only be 
pointed out by another illuſtration. Raiah Nundcomar, the 
* the father of Goordaſs, was the principal friend, favourite, 
« * confidant, and informer of the Majority. He was unlucki- 
y accuſed of a conſpiracy againſt the Governor General, 
NM. Barwell, and Mr. Vanſittart, and had been appre- 
hended for a torgery. In theſe unfortunate circumſtances, 
„it was highly neceffary to ſupport him as much as poffible. 
6 His misfortunes and his office rendered him an object of 
their tendereſt regard. They viſited the good. man in his 
« afflition, when he was bound over to ſtand a proſecution» 
Y we — conſpiracy, aud frequently enquued after him in 
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«ki his | «dif; They: cheriſhed the ſon for the father's ſake; 


and they hoped that the honours and dignity which they - 
« conferred+ on the former, would refloct a ray of comfort 


aon their dejected favourite. By thus eſpouſing the family 

©-intereſt; and ſupporting its drooping fortune, the Majority 
< anſwered two purpoſes ; they ratified the duties of friend- 
< ſhip, and promoted their own intentions. When every 
< body ſaw with what warmth and zeal they ſerved their 
* friend, few had the courage to accuſe, and none, they 
thought, would dare to proſecute him. It was apparent, 
© from their conduct, that his cauſe was their cauſe, his in- 
© tereſt their intereſt, and hence they hoped. that no one 
© would preſume to continue their proſecutions againſt their 
4 favourite, with that vigour which was neceſſary to convict 
© him, They alſo hoped, that by thus intimidating the 
* witneſſes which might otherwiſe appear againſt him, they 
© ſhould defeat the laws of their country, and ſet their friend 
< once more at liberty, to continue the infamous practices 


of his former life, which had been a ſeries of intrigue, 


< treachery, and information. This accounts for the extra- 


ordinary part, as well as the extraordinary honour con- 
< ferred on Rajah Goordaſs. 


« Having examined the motives of the conduct of the 
2 Majority, and their impartial mode of enquiry, it remain 
«now only to ſhew the little grounds there were for ſuch an 
«inveſtigation, and how fruitleſs have been their ae to 
< fix an odium where they wiſhed to pee | it, 


After a tedious ;exatnination of the papers and accounts 
«delivered to the commiſſioners by Mr. Goring, during 
* which they diſcovered an attempt of Nonut Roy's deputy 
© to falſify them, they proceeded to an examination of the 
charge brought againſt the Begum Regent, and after en- 

L 


* quiring 
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© quiring into every article of the two ' ſums which ſhe was 
* accuſed of having embezzled, or not accounted for, there 
did not appear the ſlighteſt foundation to build the accuſa- 

© tion upon: her character and conduct were both found 
* jirreproachable; and it is fully ſhewn, that the is aszinno-— 
cent of the charge brought againſt her, as the Governor 
General is free of any imputation that can impeach his in- 


© tegrity, 


© I will forbear to make any comments on the conduct of 
the gentlemen of the Majority upon this occaſion; you 
© know that it is exactly of a piece with the reſt of their pro- 
* ceedings; and it is notorious to every one, that whenever 
© they heard of the Governor General's name, the informa- 
tion was received with eagerneſs, and the informant treated 
with every diſtinction they could beſtow; that to ſlander 
him hath been their end and aim, ever ſince they wreſted 
© the government out of his hands; and this narrative will 
« ſufficiently prove how diligently they exert themſelves in 
© this unworthy and unwarrantable purſuit. If it were not 
© an unpardonable offence againſt the dignity of Mr. Haſ- 
© tings's character, to mention it with theirs, I would call 
upon their ſc:ibe, Mr. Philip Francis, to produce a ſingle 
£ inſtance of the Governor General's conduct, that can re- 
£ proach him like this of theirs. * Come fourth thou virtu- 
© ous particle of a King,* and tell the world your triumvirate 
can do this without a bluſh. Tell them alſo, that for your 
* owh part, you have amaſſed a larger fortune in three years, 


* Mr. Francis was ſo elated with his extraordinary promotion from 
a Clerk in the War-Offce, to a Supreme Councellor, that he could no 
longer think himſelf a ſubject, and uſed to call himſelf the fi/th part 


than 
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6 ak the rapacious Governor General hath made in three 
and twenty: and then tell them, that you laugh equally 
at their ee and your on baſeneſs ; 

* Mr. de l denies one ſingle jota of the above account, 
refer him to Captain Joſeph Price, the man from whom L 
had it. Vour friend Mr. Francis, and others of your wor- 
thy friends, will inform you that the great crime of that 
ſturdy old fellow, is the ſpeaking plain truth. 


As an Engliſhman, I am fond of Parliaments, and have 
long been in the habit of revering the inſtitution; but lately 
I haye diſcovered a mighty defect in ſome parts of the con- 
duct of their committees, I wiſh their proceedings to be 
more ſimplified. It is well know that a Committee of 
the Houſe of Commons may ſummon whom they pleaſe to 
give them information on any ſubject whatever that the 
Houſe thinks proper to have inveſtizated, and every good 
man obeys their ſummons with a deference and reſpe& that 
is due to a detached body of men from the national Senate. 
But it ſometimes happens, and it has happened to me, that a 
man may leave them without one particle of reſpect remain- 
ing. When the firſt object of the Houſe is fo rgoten, and 
a perſon who may have been ſummoned down to Weſtmin- 
Ker to giye his opinion on a judicial ſubject, is aſked what 
regimen is preſcribed at Bengal for perſons infected with 
the Influenza, he at firſt may be abaſhed, but will moſt cer- 
tainly in the end anſwer, water gruel made of rice. Query, 
But do not you think that the doctor had ſome particu- 
lar reaſons for preſcribing in that manner? Did not many 

people declare that it was policy in the doctor ſo to pre- 
* ſcribe? Anſwer. Some people did ſay ſo; but others 
thought that it was done ſecundem artem.” I ſay, Sar, 
« when a man, who has been ſoqueſtioned, comes afterwards 
L 2 to 
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to obſerve, that the geritlemen who queſtioriel Him, in the 
moſt ſolemn manner aſſure the Houſe, that it is their firm f 
belief, that the political gruel ordered by the doctor, was 
intended by him to poiſon the patient, and that in conſe- 
quence'of it, no man at Bengal hath ſinde, or perhaps ever 
will again, complain of that diforder, but rather die thats 

apply to ſo diabolical a phyſician for a remedy, how can w 
help wondering at ſuch an affertion? and yet'a certain 
Stateſman hath been capable of as great an abſurdity. I 
have, Sir, been examined by you, and I declare, that I think 
you the moſt improper man in the world tb ſtate queſtions 
to any man. Let the examination be on whatever ſubfſect 
it may, your imagination is fo lively, and your ideas ſo ra- 
pid, that in the ſame inſtant, all the ſeveral modes of putting 
the queſtion, and every combination of words which can he 
framed for anſwering it, croud into your mind, nor can 
you ſeparate them ſo as to aſk a ſingle uncompounded'queſe 
tion. Your abilities, Sir, are too refined for any ſtation in 
this mundane ſyſtem. Plito's Republic, ſome Eutopia, or 
Governor General of the Moon, might fuit your elevated 
metaphyſical genius; all below is too material and groveling 
for your univerſal activity of intellect—1 fay nothing of 
the Seminaries in Moorfields, or St. Luke's. 


OY as an Engliſhman, I FEI to attend to the rea» 
ſoning of the Committee, drawn from the evidence, as is- 
commonly ſuppoſed to be before them, Not one perſon in 
a thouſand, ever read the queſtions and anſwers as they are 
ſtated, or once look into the volumes of papers produced as 
youchers in the appendix. What the Committee think on 
the ſubject, they think. Committees are compoſed of 
members deputed from the honourable Houſe of Commons, 
do enquire into ſome particular affair, and ought not to ſuf- 


fer their paſſions or private views to interpoſe, They * 


o - 
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no coriclufion which they may draw to the prejudice of an 


+. * Man" 
the jury, und their vetdict paſſes current without doors, 


any thing is inſerted which is not juſtified by the eyidence, 


individual, will have any weight with the public, or with 
the Bouſe. The reaſonings drawn from their Reports muſt 
he juſt, ard the conclufions fair; if not, the moſt ſimple 
manin the kingdom hath an undoubted rightto appeal from 
the Report to the Houſe, and from the Houſetothe kingdom 
at large, whilſt the matter is in agitation, and until the uni- 
ted powers of the whole legiſlature have determined on tlie 
merits of the Report, by framing an Act of Parliament, 
which, the inſtant it has received the royal aſſent, and has 
been promulgated, becomes a law of the land. When that 
happens, I muſt, as it will then be my duty to do, ſubmit; 
but until that ſhall come to paſs, I will never ceaſe ta ſay, 


chat the evidence you have deduced to prove that the Gover- 


nor General of Bengal is a peculator, or [was directly or in- 
directly concerned in the profecution, or condemnation, of 


Maha Rajah Nundcomar Bahader, never had the leaſtfoun - 


dation in truth. 


| Let us, Sir, for one moment, turn our eyes back to the 
place from whence we ſet Out, and examine candidly and 
fairly, what were the inducements of the Houſe of Com- 


mons for appointing your Committee. 


| The inſtitution of the Supreme Court of Judicature at 
Calcutta, in Bengal, was declared by his Majeſty's then 
Miniſters, to be intended to give relief to the natives, op- 
preſſed by a power on which the Mayor's Court was entire- 
ly dependant, and therefore could not adminiſter relief. Has 
it anſwered the purpoſe of its creation? By no means. Not 


 enly all orders of the natives, but alſo of every denomination 
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of Europeans abroad, from the Council General to the 
common inhabitants of Calcutta, have petitioned for its 16 
call, as a moſt oppreſſive and deſtructive inſtitution. The 
Eaſt India Company themſelves, who at firſt petitioned for 
reform in the judicial department, hoped ſome good from 
its erection, now join in the general application to Parlia- 
ment for its removal, declaring that its continuance will 
abſolutely ruin their affairs. 


The evidence collected by the Select Committee, in their 
firſt Report, was ſo concluſive, that not only all orders of 
people without doors, but alſo thoſe within, ſaw the neceſſi- 
ty of curtailing the power of the Judges: and an act paſſed 
laſt Seſſions of Parliament, to limit their juriſdiction. More 
was attempted in the Houſe of Commons, and promiſed in 
the Houſe of Lords, and the Select Committee was conti- 
nued to ſit at the beginning of the preſent Seſſions. As it 
was ſuppoſed that much good had been done to the affairs 
of the Eaſt India Company by the new regulating Act, for 
abridging the power of the Judges at Bengal, the managers 
were not without hopes, that the popularity which it had 
raiſed them to in the opinion of the public, might, with 
proper management, be made to opperate to their own ad- 
vantage in Leadenhall- Street. To bring this round ſo as to 
anſwer their purpoſes effectually, the removal of the Gover- 
nor General of Bengal was thought to be a neceſſary ſtep; 
and in your ſecond Report we ſind, that an attempt is made 
to link his name with thoſe of the Judges, in a ſuppoſed. 
charge of conſpiracy in taking off the delinquent Rajah 
Nundcomar. This matter ſcems to have been canvaſſed 
over ſo much in private, as to have induced the Commitee 
to believe that they ſhould be able ro prove the fact to the 
public, or at leaſt, by bold) infinuating that it was fo, to ob- 
tain ſo much credit to their aſſertions, as would juſtify their 

proceeding, 
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proceeding, in endeavouring the recall of the Governor 
General: and had JI not in my firſt letter to you, Sir, 

diſputed your fact, and in my ſecond, proved that they 
did no where exiſt, it is not eaſy to ſay. to what lengths you 
would haye proceed. 3 in * third _— from the Sele& 
Committee. 


Vour endeavouring to ſupport the inſinuations in your 
ſecond Report, by giving to us Mr. Goring's evidence in 
your third, preſents to the world another wretched inſtance 
of the prevalence of party ſpirit over the moſt enlightened 
minds. You had completed every enquiry that was neceſ- 
fary, and convinced every reaſonable man, that the inſtitu- 
tion of the Supreme Court of Judicature at Calcutta in, 
Bengal, was a pernicious inſtitution, and you had effeQually 
curtailed its power, and prevented its further interfering in 
matters of revenue. So far the expeCtation of the public 
had been anſwered; but perſonal ſpleen, and private emolu- 
ment, remained to be gratified; nor was this to be effected, 
but by the removal of the Governor General. Neither 
your eloquence, nor your Chairman's induſtry, could in- 
duce one ſingle man in the Houſe of Commons (who 
was not concerned in your ſchemes) to believe a word of 
your infinuations, on the avarice or immorality of Mr. 
Haſtings. Not only you and your Committee often chan- 
ged ground, but the Chairman of another Committee 
found every poſt which he at firſt occupied, in his attack on 
the character of Mr. Haſtings, to be perfectly untenable. 
In ſhort, the Houſe of Commons at length diſcovered that 
not only the credit of the Committees, but that of the 
Houſe itſelf, was in ſome degree concerned: ſomething, 
they ſaw, muſt be done to fave appearances ; and a vote 
paſſed to remove Governor General Haſtings, of whoſe in- 
nocence of the erimes laid to his charge, four fifths of the 
Hoyſe were convinced, 


Such, 
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guck, gie, has been the conſequence ef uimitting the ſpl⸗ 
rit of party to have a placo in national enquiries, It is im- 
poſſible for the moſt powerſul bodies of men to conduct 
fuch jobs, but to their own diſcredit. Your attempt to 
deſtroy the moral character of Mr. Haſtings, has been fo 
poorly ſupported, that men who would have admitted your 
facts without inveſtigation, as to his political delinquency, 
now doubt the whole, and give you credit for nothing. For 
my part, Sir, ſince I have examined ſo narrowly as F have 
done, your conduct in the Select Committee, Iholdyou to 
bo the moſt dangerous man in the kingdom. 


At the very moment of time that you gave up your 
charge againſt Governor General Haſtings, in a manner lit- 
tle to your credit, you broach another on the honour of 
Admiral Rodney. Surely, Sir, that great officer will not 
paſs over your treatment of him. You adviſe his being crea- 
ted a peer of the realm, and give for the reaſon, that his 
late acquired laurels have covered his ſhameful peculation at 
St. Euſtatia. I ſhould have thought that there might have 
been ſome truth in your inſinuation in that buſineſs, if I had 
not proof poſitive, that your real diſpoſition is ſo malignant, 
that yon will accept the moſt vague and frivolous evidence, 
againſt the moral honeſty of a man whoſe political character 
you diſlike. So help me God, as I declare in the moſt ſo» 
lemn manner, that I would not take your word or your 
oath, for five pounds, if it led to the injury of a man, whoſe 
notions in political ceonomy differed from your own. The 
man who, when out of power, will correſpond with, and 
encourage the declared enemies of his country, andwhenhe 
is in power, uſe every unmanly and unjuſt means, to lower 
in the opinion of the public, the two men, whoſe great abis 
lities, profeſſional {kill, and true courage, have ſaved the na- 
tonal poſſeſſions in the Eaſt and Weſt Indies, is, in my 
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poor opinion, more than a peſt in ſociety ;=--he is the ene- 
nemy of his country. | 


Governor Johnſtone warned the Houſe of the fituation 
into which they were about to involve themſelves. A reſo- 
lation of the Houſe of Commons, every Engliſhman would 
wiſh might be ſupported ; but if they forget themſelves ſo 
far, as to form reſolutions which the people without doors 
deem to be unjuſt, whatever compliances may be ſhewn by 
ſome few individuals, in order to fave their credit, at the ex- 
pence, and to the injury of an individual, their dignity as a 
braneh of the legiſlature becomes tarniſhed ; and they run 
the riſque of being forced to endeavour to compel by a law 
of the land, what was unjuſt when attempted to be enforced 
by a reſolution of the Houſe of Commons. To ſuch diſ- 
honourable ſituations do the influence of intereſted and po- 
pular ſpeakers, reduce the moſt reſpectable bodies of men. 


What one point, Sir, have you gained, that an honeſt 
man would not be aſhamed of ? In order to gratify your po- 
litical ſpleen, you have attacked the moral character of a 
man whom you do not know, and thereby expoſe your in- 
yeterate malice to real contempt. Has your friend the Ge- 
neral viſited the club at Brookes's too often ? and is his ill 
run at play to be repaired at the expence of the Eaſt India 
Company ? What ideas are we to form of your virtue, 
who have taken ſo much pains to pull down an Haſtings, 
and to exalt a Smith? Is it poſſible that you can hope our 
belief in your fincerity, in propoſing reformation and eco- 
nomy in the ſtate, when you offer to our choice a peculator, 
a corrupter of the morals of the people, and a gambling 
bankrupt, as the proper perſon to retrieve the Company's 
affairs, whilſt we yet remember, that his avarice, his inſo- 
lence, and felfiſhneſs, brought on our ruin ? 

CO” Ws The 
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The motives which influence men in the moſt material 
actions of their lives, muſt be ſought for in their general 
ſtamp of character. Declarations of honour, diſintereſted- 
neſs, and true patriotiſm, ſeldom carry weight with the 
world, except the general tenor of conduct of the declaimer 
quadrates with his profeſſions. Was the Chairman of the 
Select Committee to barangue in the flowery eloquence of a 
Burke, or the more ſolid oratory of a Fox, aſſerting that 
he has nothing in view but the good of the public, or the 
intereſts of the Eaſt India Company, I would not, I could 
not believe him. Such a declaration may ſeem to take its 
riſe in paſſion or in prejudice. I deny the fact; and will 
go on to prove, thatevery man who ſhall ſtudy the General's 
true character, and advert to the tacts which I am' about to 
lay before him, will be convinced that the Eaſt Tndia Com- 
pany at leaſt, muſt ſuffer themſelves to be gulled indeed, if 
they pay any the leaſt attention to any thing he ſays, or to 
any thing he does, until he has renounced all pretenfions 
to further employment in their ſervice, either as a ſoldier, 
or ſervant in their civil departments, 


The General did (as Mr. Woodfall relates) ſtand up in 
his place in the Houſe of Commons, on Monday the 12th 
of june, and declare, that he was warned by his friends, of 
the danyer of the poſt he was about to occupy as Chairman 
of the Select Committee, but that he felt himſelf bold, and 
that he could ſtand the ſt.rm, and deſpiſed every attack 
which could be made upon him, in conſequence of the ca- 
lumny of ſome envy of others, maliciouſneſs of more, and 
the intereſted deſigns of a great number of perſons I will 
admit that the Genetal, or an other well ſeaſoned patriot, 
is equal] to all that ; and provided that his opponents mingle 
no truth in nur invect ve, nalice or prejudice alone can- 

not hurt, and ouzht not to reach the feelings of a genuine 
patriotic 
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patriotic Ibelin. 1 have attacked the General, for I 
know him -well, and am about to attack him again. His 
brazen coat of mail is gilded over ſo ſlightly, that though 
falſhoods may rebound from its well tried ſurface, truth will 
penetrate. Our diſpute is not to be decided by his aſſo- 
ciates in St. Stephen's Chapel. Votes of the Houſe par- 
tially obtained, are mere cobwebs, nor can reſtrain the li- 
berty of a fly. His friends at Weſtminſter cannot ſend him 


again to India; and his intentions are too well known in 
Leadenhall- Street, to be much more minded there. I am 


not one of the General's opponents who have attacked him 
with calumny. His having joined with and ſupported men, 
whoſe malice induced them to charge the Governor Gene- 
ral of Bengal, poſitively with peculation, and by a /ide wind, 
with being concerned in a confpiracy to rid the world of the 
man that was to prove his peculation, brought me into the 
field. I know the General did not himſelf believe that 
Mr. Haſtings was capable of the firſt, or of a ſtamp of cha- 


racter, which would juſtify for a moment the belief of the 


laſt. His accidentally having ſhewn to the world, that the 
Chairman was totally deceived in the character he had form- 
ed of the Vizier Sujah ul Dowlah, was not ſuſficient of it- 
ſelf, to induce him to join the cry for the removal of the 
Governor General; ſome other motives operated, which I 
ſought, and ſoon found. The truth of the matter is, the 
General's frequent viſits to Brookes's, with other high 


modes of expence and diſſipation, had made a return to India 
neceſſary to his finances ; and parhiameritary eloquence had 


taught him, that the more furious his declamations were 
againſt the peculation and mal-adminiſtration of the men 
abroad, intermixed with encomiums on his own indepen- 


dence and diſintereſtedneſs, was the ready way to ſucceed | 
in his views, 


* 4 
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At the ſame time the General could ſee nothing faulty in 
the conduct of Mr. Perring, who had joined Sir Thomas 
Rumbold in all his meaſures on the coaſt of Coromandel. 
How ſhould he? Perring ſtood not in his way ; and he 
wiſhed not to offend any but ſuch whom he wanted to re- 
move; and for that reaſon Mr. Haſtings, againſt whom . 
not one evil deed could be proved, ſeemed to the General's 
fight as black as ink. Why ?--- Becauſe except he could 
be recalled from the government of India, he (the General) 
could not obtain the ſtation he wanted in the Eaſt India 
Company's ſervice at Bengal. 


Will you, Sir, excuſe me one moment, whilſt I tell my 
readers, what charges are not true charges, and which are 
facts, as they relate to the Governor and the General? 


It is not true, that Governor Haſtings has, in any part 
of his life or government, accumulated one ſingle rupee by 
means diſhoneſt or diſhonourable. 


It is not true, that he concerned himſelf, directly or in- 
directly, in the proſecution or execution of Rajah Nundco- 
mars | | 


It is not true, that he involved the Company in uſeleſs 
wars. | Bo 


It is not true, that he broke, or adviſed the breaking, any 


one treaty into which the Company had entered with any 
of the country powers, | 


Tt is not true, that he is diſliked by any of the * 


powers, except ſuch who find their plans of ambition coun- 
teracted by his abilities. 


It 
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It is not true, that any one of the above changes have 
been proved againſt him. 


It; is not rue, that a. majority of the Proprietors, or of 
the Court of Directors, wiſhed his removal, until the late 
ter had been cloſetted at Whitehall. 


Now, Sir, I ſhalltell you, or rather your friend the Chair- 
man, what is true, and on the. merits of my facts, reſt, the 
cauſe of the propriety or impropriety, of removing the Ga» 


vernor General, to make way for General Richard Smath. 


It is true, that General Smith left England wh Lord 
Clive, and arxived at Bengal in 1765. 


It is true, that he (the General) left Bengal in the year 
1769, with a fortune four times greater that what Governor 
Haſtings now poſſeſſes, after having been Governor of 
Bengal more than ten years. 


It is true, beyond a controverſy, that the General ob- 


tained nearly one half, of his fortune, in the undermention- 
ed methods. 


The General's ſhare of "the commiſhon on 
neat revenue, during his ſtay in Bengal, a- 


mounted to 3 - Cur. RS. 1, 23,146 
; His ſhare of the famous Muthoote collection 17, o 
His pay and batta as Commander in Chief 
, for three years - - > - ».." S098 
$ His table allowance, as per bill as above — 1,87, 200 
It 


Carried over, Cur, Rs. 420, 421 
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Brought over — Cur. Rs. 
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The Afiatics have a ſaying, that men in 
power ſend a Feather to catch a Swan; and as 
the General never gave the Company any cre- 
dit for the preſents which he received in return 
for thoſe he gave away, I will ſuppoſe that his 
feather produced a feather in return, if not a 
Swan; nor will he be diſpleaſed at my ſuppo- 
fing that his receipts equalled his disburſements 
in the commerce of preſent-making with the 
Emperor of Hindooſtan, Vizier ef the Em- 
pire, Princes of the Blood, or Chutta Nabobs, 
&c. which appears to have amounted to, as 
per bull of his own drawing up 


Travelling charges, allowances for tents, 
Budgeroes, houſes, cavalcade, and other little 
et cæteras, will be moderately rated at 3000Rs. 
per month, which, for three years, amounts to 


*hough the General was concerned in inland 
ventures, and foreign articles of trade, ſuch 
as lead, iron, cloth, cotton, ſalt, tea, filks, and 
china ware, yet nothing makes him ſo angry, 
as to hint at ſuch his former condeſcenſion; in 
compliment, therefore, to his finer feelings, I 
mall ſuppoſe, that he ſold his falt as others 
did, and that his ſhare letter A, 1765, 3 
ced him a neat profit ß — 
And his ſhare letter B, 1766, was worth — 
hne General will admit that theſe valua- 
tions are very moderate. 


Carried oyer, Cur. Rs. 
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Brought over — - Cur. Rs. 


I come now to the commiſſion on the King's 
chout, tribute, allowance, huſh money, ſalary, 
preſent, or by what other name he may chooſe 
to call it. The ſum ſtipulated to be paid, and 
which was paid by the General to the Mogul 
for three years together, amounted to two mil- 
lions fix hundred thouſand rupees annually. I 
will not in this place teaſe the General about 
recoining or changing the Company's good ru- 
pees into Vizzary, or bad rupees ; he may hear 
of it in another place; all I afk him to admit 
here, is the advantage ariſing from his com- 
miſhon, for paying the money to the Prince, 
If, for that part of his ſervices to the Emperor 
and the Company, he only reſerved to himſelf 
one of the twenty-fix lacks annually, it was an 
inſtance (in him) ot great moderation : this I 
ſhall ſtate at three lacks in the whole ——— 


Cur. Rs. 


The General is no bad accomptant; and it 
having appeared to him at the time he left Ben- 


gal, thatone current rupee was worth two ſhil- 


lings and threepence ſterling, he will allow me 
to reduce the ſum by the ſame rule; and he 
will give me ſome credit for not puzzling the 
account by the addition or ſubſtraction of batta, 
but taking at once the moſt common, and with 
us, the loweſt denomination of current rupees. 
Ten lacks, forty-three thouſand, and twenty- 
ſeven rupees, of that denomination, at the Ge- 

neral's 


7,43, oa) 


3,5 OO, ooo 


10, 43,027 


** 


— * 
. 


5 
— Ws 
p — ia + a 
- 
* i by 
„ 2 — 


Xe 


; 
» 
* 
2 
* 9 
2 
© 
* 50 
> 
_ 
=_ 7 
4 7 
+ 
0 7 8 
# x 
* 
, Fe 
U 
73 
i" : 
- . 
7. N 
5 
4 [3 
: 
4 
PY 
, N 
1 
o 
\ G 
— * 
j 
* 
„ 
1 
| N 
5 8 vt 44 
0 : 
. y - 
= 3+ 2 [ 1 
3 
Ii 6 
4 : 
t&+ © , 
: | 
—_ : 
i } 
* $55 ; G 
1 * 19] 
© ' 
7; B34 
n 
. 
r 
5 : 
o £ 1 if ; 
U + f 
"* 7 
4 
4,348] 
_ 
r $ * : 7 
41 , : 
_ 
* N 
1 ©” © : 
5 + i 2 
"4 3:8 
133 
19 „ f 
_— 
_ "RY 
m— 
. 
A 4 l 1 
13 q 
l TT, 
4 HY 
14 
55 1 
. 
& 9 = - 
"= l $4 
+ Þ < 
1 "11% a 
- 
„ 7 
N. . ö 
4 © 4 1 
: : 
1 "11 G 
. wy 1 
bl f 4 is 4 
j IT; F 
1 1 — 
9 x 
Tt \ þ 
1 : ' 
. 
; U&- 
7 RE : 
, „ 
111 3 n 
"3 ' 6 
1 1 1 
2 . y Y 1 
* 
i $1 F 4 
4 £ 
1 : 
1. 39 
˖ 1:6 
| 4 
N 4 x ” 
: * J 1 ! 
$11 1+ 3:8 
- 18 4 
yy 2 1 
x 9 
8 
+ 
+4 ' * 
WW: © 4 : 
11 
1 f nf 
1 . 
1 
3; - 
"oF © 4s 
1 * 
: 18 
#4 4 4 
© 0 
* + ; 
1 is „ 
* 
? 


* E CO IG es 3 2 . — ” — g — 
* * — 10 * => 9 LR * of A, — ns Bean s . * — 2 Com _ — I — 
— — — * A 9 » r YE ET "IR = — — N _ . = — ” 
. n . * — . 2 — ſx f — — — n — — . - 
—— == nlbgg toes ns We Rae 2 Vp PT 3 * * * — — 2 — — . . — * 


(5) 


neral's own rate of exchange, comes to, in 
ſterling money, One Hundred and Seventeen 
Thouſand, Three Hundredand Forty Pounds, A 


Ten Shillings, and Nine . 
2 "Founds naue. £ 45 7375 10 9 


* 
1 . 


— — — 


Here are no bad pickings to be gleaned up fairly in the 
ſpace of three years, Emoluments ariſing from the advan- 
tages of ſituation, is always eſtimated differently, and agreea- 
ble to the character of the man. What were his gettings 


that way, I ſhall leave to the General himſelf to aſcertain, 


When Goring, a writer in the ſervice, returned from India 
before his apprenticeſhip was out, with a declared fortune 
of thirty thouſand pounds, and a commander in chief of the 


army, with four times the ſum, in nearly the ſame time, 
the proportions are clearly enough aſcertained from which 
to reaſon. Let us take round numbers, and i is fimply a 


ſchool- boy queſtion; viz. 


If_ Maſter Charles Goring, a writer in the Eaſt India 
Company's ſervice, did, in the ſpace of five years, acquire a 


fortune honeſtly, amounting to thirty thouſand pounds, 
what ought. Mr. Warren Haſtings (who alſo went out a 


writer) to have acquired in the ſervice of the ſame Company 
in thirty years ? 


Anſwer, £1 $0,000. 


Queſtion the ſecond. = 
If the Commune! in-Chief of the army in OY did, 


during the moſt profound peace all over Afia, acquire, in 
the mo/t honourable manner, in little more than three years, 


the ſum of one hundred and ſeventeeꝑ thouſand pounds, (I 
love round amn; what ought the Governor General of 


Bengal 


222 2. 
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Seng] to have gained honeſtly, in ten years as Governors 


To anſwer this queſtion conciſely, I have no objection to 
ſuppoſe that the merits and deſervings of the men were quite 


equal, and 1 in that caſe the anſwer produces / 390,000. 


As the Secret and Select Committees, with tho aſſiſ- 
tance of all the Company's records, and ſome as curious 
witneſſes as ever were held up to national contempt, have 
fallen ſhort to prove that Governor General Haſtings is a 
knave, it may be of uſe to their cauſe to have him proved to 
have been a fool, in not having done what his enemies did, 
make hay in ſun ſhine weather. Now | am ready and wil- 


ling to ſwear before Lord Chief Juſtice Mansfield, that at 


this moment, Governor General Haſtings doth not poſſeſs, 
real and perſonal eſtate included, one hundred thouſand 
pounds. If this would not do the Committee's buſineſs, 
ſo far as the fixing the appellation of fool, where they aim- 
ed at fixing that of knave, I know nothing of their inten- 
tions. 


There is no mode of ridicule or contempt, in which ſuch 
eonfederacies ought not to be expoſed. One of the mana- 
gers attempts to criminate a Haftings, whom he does not 
know; and a Rodney, whom he does know: and tries to 
reduce to board wages, the Prince he ſerves; but fails in 
all three; yet goes on to hope, that by his oratory he ſhall 
convince vs, that his intentions are pure, immaculate, and 
diſintereſted. The General, who, in the courſe of fouror 
five years, collected together, publickly and privately, more 
than two hundred thouſand pounds, and then, contrary to 
the poſitive orders of the maſters whom he ſerved, propoſed 
to draw on them for near a million ſterling, which, in its 
conſequences, drove them into a ſtate of bankruptcy, and 
ſubjected them to the mandates of a corrupt miniſtry, now 

N joins 


lumniated by envious and intereſted men; and in the ſame 
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joins another ſet of men, in order to force himfelf back into 


their ſervice, becauſe his fortune has been reduced, —every 
body knows how. Yet this man, equally trammelled in the 
virtues of patriotiſin, has the aſſurance te talk of being ca- 


breath affirms, his intentions are juſt and honourable, - and 
that the intereſt of the Eaſt India Company and the State, 
are the only motives to his actions. Believe him thoſe who 
can I could with more eaſe believe, that popularity, and 


not bribery, obtained a ſeat in the houſe far a nameſake of 
his. 


The thiid great man, and inveterate enemy to Mr. Haſ- 
tings, is alſo a ſenator, and fond of ſummary modes in judi · 


_ cial proceedings. Carry,“ ſays he, the eight thouſand 


rupees to my woman, and ſhe will determine, that the 
*Plantiff ſhall have five thouſand rupees, andthe defendant 
nothing. The other three thouſand have been ſunk in 
* Durbar charges.” This mode of accounting for money, 
he learnt from his friend Rajah Nundcomar. I would aſk 
C. W. B. Rovs, Eſq. whether he ever heard of this ſtory at 
Bengal? and whether it occured to him, when he declared 
to the Select Committee of the Houſe of Commons, that 
* on his conſcience, he never heard of mal-practices in the 
« diſtribution of juſtice, in the country courts at Bengal, 
* whilſt Europeans prefided in them?” The queſ- 
tion is a cloſe one, for he preſided himſelf in a court of 
cutcherv; and the ſtory of an officer, preſiding at one of 


the country courts, taking three eighths of a ſum decreed, to 


his own ſhare, was ſo much a matter of converſation in Cal- 
cutta, that his memory 15 a very convenient one, if he has 
really forgot it: yet this man's memory is ſo tenacious in 
other matters, that he can recall to mind what never hap- 


ed;--Such is my third worthy-- So blended, ſo unjuſt,-and 


ſo 


Py: 
ſo diabolical are the actions of men, whenſelf -intereſtcomes, 
between them and their unbiaſſed judgment. 


As to Philip Francis, he has been caſt adrift juſt in the 
fame manner as he ſerved Mackintoſh, the Author of Tra- | 
vels in Europe, Afia, and Africa. That worthy traveller 
had engaged at Bengal, to weave into his two volumes of 
his travels, all the infamous ſtories which Mr. Francis had 
collected from all the informers in India, for the ſpace of 
ſix years preceding; and ſo intent was he on his ſubject, 
that in ſeventy-two letters which he has obtruded on the 
world, not one of them is free from ſome ſcandalous lying 
ſtory on the character of. ſome individual. Governor Ge- 
neral H aſtings is, no doubt, the capital figure in the travels; 
though General Sir Eyre Coote's portrait is highly finiſhed. 
This univerſal man has again changed his maſters; and his 
gratitude to Meſſrs. Whitehill and Lewin, hath induced 
him to make ſome. trips to the continent. in their ſervice. 
Tired with the politics of the Weſt, he. has devoted his 
| ſervice to the Nabobs in the Eaſt---In this he is more con- 
ſiſtent than in any other action of his life. Whilſt a Fran- 
cis, a Lewin, and a Whitehill, and ſuch worthies, want 
aſſiſtance and defence, the indefatigable induſtry of a Mack = 
intoſh will never want. employment. It is quite natural 
for the man who has devoted ſo much of his time to traduce 
the character of a Haſtings, to join heartily in the cauſe of 
men whoſe principles are ſo congenial with his own. 


J am in doubt whether Mr. Goring will return to India, 
as his conduct from 1763 to 1767, in the ſilk-winding 
way, and his behaviour in 1774 and 1775, on his ſecond re- 
turn to India, in character of political bumbailiff to the Ma- 
jority, when he carried into execution their military orders, 
or executed their general warrant to diſpoſſeſs the Queen Re- 

| Sent 
N 2 


(. ©.) 
ben of her office, and plunder her palace of cher effects, is 
yet forgotten at Calcutta, and untill it is quite forgot, his 
appearance there will be attended with ſome difagreeable 
circumſtances. - The former Majority took as much pains 
to ſave his honour, as they did Nundcomar's life, but 
without effect, nor will his new friends, with all their elo- 
quence and all their power, be able ta induce the moſt indt- 
gent man in the Company's ſervice, who knows his charae 
ter, to fit dowu in his 3 


The 3 General's fifth enemy, Mr. Farrer, the 
lawyer, arrived i in Calcutta in October 1774, ſo very needy, 
as to find it neceſſary to accept eighty rupees for his particular 
care of a fe hounds. To ſoften the matter, it was called 

- _ - retaining fee, though giving by a man who never hath, or 
will employ a lawyer. In 1775 he was the leading council 
in the trial of Maha Rajah Nundcomar. The man had 
hopes giving him that he ſhould not be hanged ull the rope 
was about his neck, and then it was unluckily drawn ſo 
tight, that nobody could hear his complaints. Mr. Farrer 
came home in 1777, withafortune of ſixty thouſand pounds, 
and was ſoon diſcovered to be ſuch a patriot, as to be elec- 
ted a Member of Parliament. Now as this gentleman muſt | 
have laboured very hard in his vocation, to. raiſe ſuch 2 
fortune in ſo ſhort a time by the profeſſion, of the law, Iwill 
not admit him to be in the leaſt competent to judge of the 
mexits ar demerits of the political abilties, and moral recti- 
tude, of ſuch a man as Governor General Haſtings. His 
affice of ſtanding Council for the Company, and that of 
defender of Nundcomar, was conferred on him by Mr. 
Francis, and the Majority; and as it was their inſtereſt and 
their practice, to collect every villainous and infamous ſtory 
ha a Mr. Haſtings, whatever credit Mr. Farrer may ob- 
tain on the ſcore of gratitude from that party, his opinion 
can have no weight with impartial poopee. 
; As 
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As to Captain Cowe, he was a military man, and in the 
habit of aſſociating with the friends of the Majority. Ap- 
pointments to ſeparate commands lay with them, nor was 
Captain Cowe forgetten. He believed what he ſaid, that 
many people deemed the execution of the Rajah Nundeo- 
mar a political manceuvre; but as he was not aſked by the 
Committee, to which of the two praties in civil povern- 
ment he would have his obſervations applied, and as ſuch 
mode of expreſſion in political affairs, implies rather a ma- 
jority than a minority in a ſtate, we are obliged to advert to 
his party principles, to underſtand his meaning. This, 
Sir, was the very way in which you explainedit, or yon 
would not have ſent us back to his evidence, to prove cri- 
minality againſt Governor Haſtings. As to his ſaying that 
the people were terrified at ſeeing the Rajah hanged, and in 
conſequence of their fears, run into the river, it deſerves no 
credit at all, Captain Cowe had no knowledge of the cuſ- 
toms or manners of the people, having himſelf been bred in 
the navy, and came to Bengal a very little white before the 
Majority, and was as ignorant of the language and manners 
of the people, as Mr. Philip Francis himſelf. In ſhort, Sir, 
he knew as little of Bengal affairs as you-do, and is governed 


in his ideas on ſimilar 2 alike to 
Mr. WN 


0 it would be bard te produce from the annals of 
tine, à fimilar caſe to this of Governor General Haſtings's. | 
Unſupported by family connections, and without any in- 
tereſt, but ſuch as has been made amongſt independent men. 
by his long ſervices, diſintereſted conduct, and great abili- - 
ties, in the management of the Eaſt India Company's af- 
fairs, he has withſtood for eight years, the attacks. of a party 
of men, at different tunes ſupported by the whole weight of 
an all powerful Miniſter, -and at another, the haſty vote of 


the 


( 62.) 
the Houſe of Commons. This is true popularity, and 
worth living for. Some great men, who have thought cer- 
tain parts of Mr. Haſtings's political conduct inconſiſtent 
with the national. intereſts, have attacked it fairly on that 
principle; but at the ſame time ha ve declared that his ho- 
nour, integrity, and moral rectitude, were unimpeachable. 
To ſuch attacks every man in high and important ſtations, 
are moſt certainly and very juſtly expoſed; and if their con- 
duct will not ſtand the teſt of ſuch candid and neceſſary en- 
quiry, they muſt give way to their opponents. Such differ - 


_ ences in political opinion, exiſt in all governments; and 


we have daily experience, that men of the pureſt morals, 


and moſt innocent intentions, differ in opinion in political 
matters. A man who ſhould ſay, that Lord North was an 


injudicious ſtateſman, and an unlucky miniſter, would find 
many of the ſame way of thinking; but it he ſhould add, 
that he was alſo a conſpirator againſt the life of an innocent 
man, and that he had accumulated half a million of money 
to his own uſe, the credit obtained or allowed to the firſt 
aſſertion, would be deſtroyed by the laſt; becauſe no man 
will believe, that his Lordſhip is by his nature rapacious or 
blood thirſty. So it is with Governor General Haſtings; 
and I am convinced, that his well eſtabliſhed character for 
every moral virtue, hath, in the hour of trial, made him 
friends amongſt thoſe who differ from him in ſome political 
points: and the independant Proprietors of Eaft India 


ſtock, as well as the Directors of the Company's affairs, 


if left to themſelves, will feel the neceſſity of continuing 
in the conduct of their affairs abroad, a man whoſe recti - 


| tude of mind, and vaſt abilities, will, if any ,man can do 


it, reſtore their affairs. 


I here are amongſt our patriots, men, whoſe ſteady adhe- - 
rence to the cauſe of America, has contributed much to 
g : ; — the 


( 63) 


the diſmemberment of the Britiſh empire. They poſſeſs 


now the offices they wanted, and we ſhall ſee how they will 
go about to heal this great wound, You, Right Honourable 
Sir, know nothing perſonally of Governor Gen. Haſtings. 
You have called bis politics crooked politics; for which 1 
know no reaſon, - except that the Governor ſupported the 
intereſt of the Nabob of Arcot, againſt the pretenſions of the 
King of Tanjore, in whoſe ſervice a nephew of yours has 


made ſome trips to and from England. The Governor Ge- 


neral hath great local, and more experimental knowledge of 
the affairs of the Carnatic ; the Miniſter of State poſſeſſes 
neither. The Proprietors of Eaſt India Stock do therefore 
determine, that his continuation in their ſervice, is of con- 


ſequence to their affairs, and will not remove him to make 


way for your nephew. As to the inſinuations contained in 


the ſecond Report of the Select Committee, it has ſhaken 


the credit of the fabricators in the opinion of all impartial 
men. You have not loſt more ground at the weſt end of 
the town by your treatment of Lord Rodney, than in the 
eaſt by that moſt extraordinary attack on the moral charactet 
of Governor General Haſtings. Your aſſertions are diſ- 


believed, and your nephew cannot become a counſellor; no, 


nor even a paymaſter in the Eaſt India Company's ſervice. 
Recall him, good Sir, and provide for him at home, before 
your ſun-ſhine day ſhall be overcaſt, 


General Smith's motives are no leſs obvious than yours. 
He, no more than you, ever ſaw the Governor General of 
Bengal. The General having, in the little time he was at 
Bengal, by his deſire to get home the immenſe fortune which 
he had ſo ſuddenly accumulated, adviſed to draw bills on the 
Company, contrary to their orders, and thereby obliged them 
to apply to miniſtry for aſſiſtance: add to this his quarrel with 
Bolts (who had rivalled the General in his trade to Sujah ul 

Dowlah's 


(4 
Dowlah's country) Had given cauſe for the Regulatimg Act of 
the 1 3th of the King, and which firſt ſubjected te Copa 
to the controul of government. But His ſpleen to the Gover 
nor aroſe from the lattet having ſhe wn. to the conviction of 
all men, that every meaſure in which the honourable Gene- 
ral had been concerned during his ſhort ſtay in India, had à 
rendeney to ruin the Company's afftirs. Thie falt mono- 
poly, the cotton monopoly, the China trade monopoly, in 
all which this great ſoldier was concerned, notwithſtanditig 
His affected military pride; the fending money to pay the 


brigade in Sujah ul Dowlah's country, tlie payment of the 


King's tribute with caſh ſent from Bengal, the deputation 


was ſo much concerned, to the ruin of the Bengal provin- 
as, and the eſtabliſhment of his own private fortune, are 
circumſtances which having been explained, may juſtify the 
General in his ſpleen tothe Governor, Butnothingcan juſtify 
the attempt to do away the moral character of a man, by in- 
famous, unſupported, and inſidious implication. However, 
it has operated properly, by ſhewing plainly, on what a rot- 
tem foundation the Chairman has erected his claim to fur- 
ther employment in the ſervice of the Eaſt India Company. 
C. W. B. Rous, Eſq. is, perhaps, the only one man that 
has taken an active part againſt the Governor General of 
Bengal, who poſſeſſes a competent knowledge in Aſiatic af- 
fairs. He was, whilſt the General commanded the army, 

his linguift, and Perſian tranſlator. This cloſe connection 

Had no great influence on their minds, nor contributed a 
particle towards their preſent political friendſhip. No two 

men feel more differently, than do theſe two bitter enemies 

of the Governor, in money matters. The one has been in 

the habit of great oſtentatious expence, and paſſed through 
the King's Bench into the Senate Houſe, and through 
Brooke's into an acquaintance of fome of Lord Cheſter= 
field's 


to the Vizier's court, in all which manoeuvring the Generat 
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geld's incurables; and the other has 2 ſoul braced up by pi 
Broker. One wanted to go abroad to obtain money to 


ſquander, and the other to collect more to hoard : the re- 


call of Mr. Haſtings was neceſſary to both: nor would they 
have agreed a moment longer in office together, than till 
their intereſt ſhould have come in contact, then would the 
Court of Directors have been peſtered with their complaints 


and real opinion of one another, which their preſent views 
and policy gloſs over. | 


As to Mr. Rous, the Governor General knew his abili« 
ties, and would have uſed them in the conduct of his go- 
yernment, but his ſtamp of character was ſo ſtrongly marked, 
that it was hazardous to join power to ſo notorious a. love 
of money. Charles Fox may uſe the abilities of a money- 
lending Jew to effect a political purpoſe, but he will never 


truſt them with the key to untold gold. Extremes in na- 
ture never can unite ; and Rous found the ſoul of a Francis 


more congenial with his own than that of an Haſtings : 
this, and a fit of ambition, which he fancied was love for 
one of General Clavering's daughters, carried him quite 
away from Haſtings to the Majority. He only did not be- 


tray becauſe he never was truſted ; and he would now in- 


ſinuate, that Nundcomar was wrongfully hanged, becauſe 


the ſame Judge had decreed, that to take three thouſand ru- 


pees for determining a cauſe, where the whole claim 


amounted to cight, was unſubſtantial juſtice. This gentle- 


man's patriotiſm ſtanding on ſuch ſlippery ground, we may 
conclude his motives for labouring to bring about the recall 
of Governor General Haſtings (even ſuppoſing that he was 
not a candidate for becoming a Bengal Counſellor) take not 


their riſe in the love of virtue. 


* 


O I have 


(66 } 


= . nee "TT ſo much of Mr. Philip Francis, and his con- 

* ac to the Governor General of Bengal, from the firſt hour 
x l bf his arrival at Calcutta, to the preſent moment of his 
wiſhing to return there, that I believe more will be need- 
leſs. However, I cannot omit to recommend to all thoſe 
who have a doubt about the motives of that gentleman's 
proceedings, to read the Remarks and Obſervations on Tra- 
vels in Europe, Afia, and Africa ; at the end of which very 
intereſting and curious pamphlet, he will find twenty queſ- 
tions put by one Captain Price to that gentleman, which, . 
whether anſwered or not, will explain his real intentions too 
plainly to be miſtaken. But the public now know the poli- 
tical virtues of the man; nor ſhall they be left in complete 
ignorance as to his private conduct as a member of ſociety, 
during his fix years ſtay at Bengal. ' 

i 


Mr. Goring's character has been given above, as well as 
that of Mr. Farrer, the lawyer. That of Mackintoſh may 
be founqꝗ in the Remarks on Travels in Europe, Aſia, and 
Africa, Thus, Sir, have I laid before you, and by your 
means before the public, the true and undiſguiſed charac- 
ters of the men, with whom you have ſo cordially joined 
to bring about the recall of Mr. Haſtings from his govern- 
ment of Bengal. For my part, I moſt ſincerely thank you 
for the attempt, becauſe it has brought forward much more 
able adyocates in the cauſe of that great and innocent man, 
the Governor General, than I can pretend to be. 


It is impoſſible, Sir, that you can forget how ſilent and 
paſſive Mr. Haſtings's friends continued, whilſt nothing was 
attempted but _to prove that he had been miſtaken in fome 
political points. On thoſe ſubjects of diſquiſition, his own 
ſentiments, and his own reaſoning, in every ſituation of the 

Company's affairs abroad, were on e of the Company's - 
records 
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Commons to inveſtigate them. Men, ſuch as Mr. = 
muſt always wiſh for ſimilar inveſtigations of their con- 2? 


duct. His friends, therefore, were ſilent and paſſive, firmly 
perſuaded that nothing more fortunate could happen, to 
make truly known the Governor General's character, than 
ſuch enquiry. The paltry traſh publiſhed by Mr. Philip 
Francisand his hirelings, innewſpaper ſquibbsand pamphlets, 
paſſed unnoticed, until the Select Committee decidedly took 


up his cauſe, and in the moſt pointed manner, infinuated 
to the public, that what had been aſſerted by the Majority 


in their letters from Bengal, relative to the peculation of 
the Governor General, and his interpoſing, in order to 
ſhorten the life of his accuſer, appeared to them to have its 
foundation in truth. This aſſertion of yours, Sir, (for 
General Smith hath told us that you drew it up) rouſed the 
friends of Mr. Haſtings. It had on me a ſimilar effect to 


that told us in hiſtory of the Roman boy. Though I de- 


ſpiſed your Chairman, the Cutcherryman, and the Lawyer, 
I had ſome fear of you. Truth, ſupported by your abilities, 
is invulnerable : but the inſtant that I found you had been 


ſo much warped by your paſſions, or miſled by your aſſo- 


ciates, as to leave the line of truth, and wander like the tra- 
veller Mackintoſh, into the regions of fiction, I loſt all re- 
ſpect for you, aud, with not the thouſandth part of your ca- 
pability, have met you on your own ground, and convin- 
ced every man I with to convince, that you have been miſ- 
taken, and that the abilitics of a Burke weigh no more than 
a ſingle vote, when applied in *** of arguments which 
origi nate in falſhood. 


Once engaged, I have purſued the argument, and left not 


a lie ſtanding, which was fabricated by the Majority againſt 


O0 2 the 


cal character of Mr. Haſtings, from General Claver- 

Irs affertion of his having accumulated half a million in 

tus years and a half, inclufive, down to Lacam's ſnivelling 

tale of opptefon. The law hath ſet a mark on the fabrica- 
tors of falſe evidence hy then ſhould individuals . ſpate 
mem? If I had ſimply faid, that you, Sir, Gen. Smith, 
Meſſrs: Rous, Francis, Farrer, Lacam, Goring, Mackin- 
toſh; and Cowe, had faid things which were not true, and 
which in their conſequences, were injurious to the moral 
character of Mr. Haſtings, it would have had little effect 
I have gone further---I have proved that they were not 
true; and further ſtill, by ſhewing, in a chain of reaſoning, 
which not one amongſt you dare controvert, that prejudice 
or intereſted motives, and not true patriotiſm, the love of 
truth, or the publick welfare, actuated any one of you, in 

your very illiberal attacks on the honour and honeſty of the 
' Governor General of . 


I ſet out, in my firſt Letter, to you, Sir, with affirming, 
that your inſinuation in the ſecond Report of the Select 
Committee, had no foundation in truth: in my ſecond 
Letter I have proved, that the evidence you referred to in its 
ſupport, was more than defective; and in my third ſhewn, 
that every man who has taken a part in the illiberal attacks 
on the moral character of Mr. Haſtings, firſt in Bengal, and 
latterly in England. are men of ſuch intereſted views. or of 

ſuch dubious characters, that their depoſitions would have 
been toſſed over the bar in any legal court in the whole king- 
dom. 


I know not how it has come to paſs, that the Bengal 
gentlemen have ſuffered ſuch loads of ſcurrility to be throw 
on them indiſcriminately, without reply. I have know 
perſonally and intimately, every Governor, and eve!) 
Commander in Chief of the army, who haye acted at Ben 
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gal fince the capture of Calcutta by the Moors in 1556 n 1 5 5 & 2 4 
will take ſome pains to duft the tares and chaff from ww 
wheat. It is fingular enough, that of all the opponents . 


Mr. Haſtings, but one man among them was bred up inthe FEY 


Company's ſervice at Bengal, and that was Mr. Rous. And 
T will do him the juſtice to fay, that had he not wanted to 
haye gone back again, I believe that he would have been fi- 
war Mr. Goring made his fortune in his writerfhip, 
General Smith his in about three years, Mr. Farrer his in 
about the ſame time, Mr. Philip Frahcis employed fix 
years to complete a very noble one, far ſuperior to what the 
Governor, General has, or ever will have. Mr. Mackintoſh 
indeed, was there but from the month of Auguſt to the 
month of March following; and as he i in that time, found 
means to acquire more knowledge in the Company's politi- 
cal, civil, military, judicial, and mercantile affairs (if you 
will take his own word for it,--though not in their ſervice) 
than the Governor General had done in thirty years reſi- 
dence, I will ſuppoſe that he came home as poor as he went 
out, and depends for his reward on his friend, Mr. Philip 
Francis. What now, Sir, do you ſuppoſe that the ſum to- 
tal of the knowledge of all theſe your aſſociates doth amount 
to in Bengal affairs? Truſt me, the former employed them- 
ſelves in acquiring money, not knowledge; and what is to 
be found in the travels of the laſt, does not equal your own, 
and that is, God knows, as three blue beans in one blue 
bladder, So much for patriotiſm and patriots. Take my 
advice, Sir, and in future, confine yourſelf to home politics. 
You poſſeſs now a good ſnug warm birth. The patronage 
you enjoy, which enables you to carve for your family, to- 
gether with your own income from government of four 
thouſand pounds a year, beſides odds and ends, is full as 
much as your ſervices are worth. ,Y our honourable friend, 
(as you affect to call him) the Chairman of the Select Com- 
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. mittee; muſt certainly have found out your weak fide, Aden 
he induced you to reaſon. ft licht · wrongfully, as to attempt 
to make us believe, that he was an honeſt man, and Gover- 


nor Haſtings the reverſe. "But y. you had two ſtrings then to 
your bow. Had vou n become Paymaſter to the King's 


1 f forces, we might baye H ard of you. as A commiſhoner, ac 
5 companicd by eye! ery 0 ember a at my board of patriots, ſailing 
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